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Hello and Welcome to Polka Slam 2,Yes it's out at last, 
after a lot of planning and a long time putting it 
together (mainly due to lack of motivation on my part) 
it’s finally come together and were still recovering from 
the shock. 

Steve and I both liked the idea of a split zine but we 
wanted to keep each zine's own identity.We also wanted to 
make this project special,and as we both wanted to start a 
record label,we thought an ep would be a great way of 
launching one.This is almost certainly the first and last 
time these two zines will appear together like this. 

Because of the situation in which this zine has been 
produced,the intended transition to a more musically 
diverse coverage has not come as far as I'd hoped.The 
difficulty is to gain a new readership whilst keeping the 
old one;hopefully it will grow with the zine.To be quite 
honest,if the hardcore scene doesn't progress any further 
on it's path to open mindedness which it is on at the 
moment,then it will probably mean the death of Polka Slam 
(in this form paar aut so saying,I think over the last 
year the scene has learnt so much that as long as it 
doesn't revert back to its old ways after the music press 
hype,then I think it will grow and deversify to such an 
extent that its stability will be ensured. 

But all this talk of hardcore is putting this in a nice, 
safe little box (like the ones used by the music press - 
let's have a quick look in the punk box to see what's 
happening there). 

This is not a hardcore zine it's what I want it to be,what 
ae it to be,what we want it to be,WHAT IT EVOLVES TO 
BE 

Yet it is a hardcore zine,as in hardcore as an attitude,as 
a way of doing things,helping people instead of helping 
yourself to people. 

This an attitude that people should be trying to get 
across to others while we have the chance.Alternative music 
is at last starting to feed off itself,developing into one 
powerful body as Rock 'N' Roll falls apart. 

For a while people are taking notice of us,so let's not 
spurt the sort of crap everyone else does when the 
spotlight glances over them (about influences,latest single 
and other trivia,which,although it has its place in small 
doses,will not let people know what you are about).Let them 
know our roots,show your personality and give them 
something to remember and think about. 

At the time of writing,Napalm Death are in the limelight 
and are doing a great job,telling it like it is.This is the 
kind of attitude we need,not the one shown by certain 
record label people who are also being featured and are 
only interested in record sales and showing how ‘'Rad' they 
are by boasting about their record collections.I'm not 
going to mention any names,but you can work out who they 
are.Well done Hammy of Peaceville,one of the very few who 
sticks to his guns. 

Anyway,that's my view of the situation.I'm no expert,I 
don't pretend to know it all;there's too much going on for 
anyone to know it all.Now it’s up to you to decide what to 
do with what I've been saying,and with what is said in this 
zine.You can dismiss it all and say that we don't know what 
we're talking about,but I've just admitted that,and in 
doing so I've closed that option,because that would be too 
easy. 

Do not take everything you read in here at face value. 

Try thinking about it,and see what conclusions you reach. 


CONTRIBUTIONS 
All good zines thrive on 
contributions from other people,and 
that's what is needed to ensure 
future issues of ‘Polka Slam’. 

As well as the regular things like 
interviews,gig reviews,etc,which you 
could contribute to,I'd also like to 
include the following:- 

1) Letter pages:- Please make sure 
letters are marked ‘Letters page’ if 
you want them printing. 

a Book and video reviews. 

3) Images:- This section can cover 
anything from comic strips/sketches 
to drawings to photo's. 

I need a larger number of artists 
who can turn ideas into pictures.I'm 
especially interested in people who 
can draw comic strips but also people 
who have ideas for stories but can't 
draw.I can get someone else to put 
your story to paper. 

4) Blow your own trumpet:- If you are 
in a group and you want exposure,send 
4% a side of A3 paper with lceuuphote, 
brief history of the band,type of 
music, lyrics,address,etc. 

5) Also wanted are scene reports, 
poems and articles on anything at 
all,and,most of all,ideas for other 
sections. 

Anyone who can do their own layout 
to go with their contribution will be 
showered with the utmost praise. 
Before you contribute,however,write 
and tell me so that I can set 
deadlines and give information about 
layout guidelines. 

So,don't just sit there,get 
writing:- contributions are limited 
only by your imagination! 


Bits 'N' Pieces. 

The Instigators tour of the U.S. 
didn't take place because the 
promoter pulled out.The band would 
like to let it be known that it was 
nothing to do with them and they are 
trying to sort out a U.S. tour for 
April. 3 

The Organ zine has just released a 
comp tape with loads of wierd and 
wonderful groups.For info write to 
the Organ address on the zine page. 


I also forgot to mention that the 
Comic reviews were done by Andy C. 


T-Shirts:-I hope to have 2 designs 
for sale by March.Firstly the 

official 'Polka Slam' T-shirt and the 
second based on page 41.Both will be 
benefits and will have front and back 
prints.Write for info. 


Before I write this 'Thanks/Hello to’ list I'd just like to say that without the support of these 
people over the last year this would never have been done.Thanks for putting up with me even when 
I've been a complete bastard. 


Extra special Thanks to:- Thayen for all the wonderful drawings,Andy Crudge for everything and for 
just being you,Steve Hope and why not (What a nice man),Andy Instigator for all the help and 
advice,Whale for running the phone bill up (only Joking !) 

Thanx for everything:-Cliff,Ian,Mr.X and the Climber expert (Hows the roos 7), 

Sim Revulsion,Boffo,Trev HAGL, Pus,Danny,Kyp,Jel,Anthony,Igy,Vic,Adam,Neil Kirby and last but not 
least BOLT THROWER, INSTIGATORS,HDQ AND CULTURE SHOCK. 

Extra Special hellos to:- Joolz,Siobhan and Sinead,Lee,Neil from Bolton and Wiz. 

Hellos to:- John Kelly,Melle,Aldo,Jan,James,Sean + Marina,Pete Blood Donor,Neil + Richard from 
Blackpool,Deek,Paul PC,Everyone Who writes and anyone who knows me but I’ve forgotten to mention. 

And last of all the people who,without them this zine would never have been finished.Words can't 
explain how grateful I am to you :- MUM and NAN for putting up with me,DAD for everything,NICK the 
most perfect brother anyone could want,Thanx for doing so much. 

And last of all Steve Throbby Person for putting up with me and being the best mate I could wish 
for. 

Well that's it.no more space,so long partners,don't forget to write.Lots of Love,Mark 


THE ADDRESSES TO WRITE TO IS:- MARK C/O ELDERSLIE,POLESDON LANE,SEND MARSH,RIPLEY, SURREY, 
GU23 6JX. Don't forget an S.A.E. This is a mailing address ONLY ! 


SKIN DISEASE 


WHAT WAS IT,WHO WAS IT,WHEN WAS IT t 


Early '79,and Garry Bushell - then a 
trumped-up, big-headed,manipulative 
journalist working for ‘Sounds’ music paper 
- began to champion a new kind of rough- 
edged, stomping punk’ music which he 
labelled ‘Oi!'.In reality a bunch of his 
drinking mates stringing chants and anthems 
together over leaden,plodding Rock ‘'n' 
Roll. Taking the worst elements of football 
terrace singing - All The Lads Together,Get 
Your Tits Out For The Lads tribal warfare 
battle-cries - and mixing it with Jimmy 
Pursey street-cred mock-honesty..."I'm Me! 
Listen,Guv...I'm Me!" As far as Bushell was 
concerned,this new hand-made breed meant 
that he woke up every morning spewing 
column-inches.And column-inches means 
money,getting your name bigger,making new 
mates;becoming the Godfather of Oi! 
Yeeuucchh, 

To his credit,Bushell used his well- 
concealed Public School education with rare 
skill and sly cleverness.He walked a 
continual balancing act between the pseudo- 
Socialism he tried to inject into the new 
movement (previous to his work for 
"Sounds',Bushell occasionally wrote for 
"Socialist Worker'),and the macho Right- 
Wing Nationalism which so many of the bands 
he championed were proud of.His reverence 
for the Union Jack,the England soccer team, 
and subsequently for the British Army 
fighting in the Falklands,nestled uneasily 
alongside his support for Polish Solidarity 
and "all rebels everywhere" (as he put it). 
It was only a matter of time before Bushell 
would be scabbing through the picket lines 
at Wapping to go to work for Murdoch and 
the racist,bigoted ‘Sun’. 

Bushell's tendency to pick up bands and 
get them record deals (ah - the power of 
journalism!) with alarming regularity led 
to us wondering just how easily we could 
break into the cozy little world of hyped- 
up Oi! sensationalism.Four of us wrote some 
embarrassingly trite lyrics around the 
theme of ‘being kids on the street’ and put 
them to Gumby-Rock back-peddling dirges.It 
wasn't some middle-class (we veren'es 
snotty-nosed dig at skinhead culture.It was 
all aimed directly at Garry and his paper- 
print empire.A way of sneaking up behind 
and sticking the tail on this inky- 
fingered,hypocritical donkey. 

So we sent Bushell a rough cassette of the 
songs,made up a name - Skin Disease - and 
invented nick-names.A couple of weeks later 
Garry replied.He loved the tape, could he 
hear more ? Did we want to be on the next 
Oi! Compilation Lp ? (God,he must have been 
desperate). ‘Sounds’ ran a round-up of punk 
and skin bands a week or two later:- there 
was Skin Disease, accompanied by a Bushell- 
blurb about "Burnley's finest skin band" or 
something. (I don't think Burnley was 
exactly bursting with skin bands at the 
time.) He sent another note.Fixed a date at 
a studio in London.Promised expenses,etc. 
All we had to do was turn up and do our 
stuff.A trip to London,to some posh studio 


> be 
. dressed up in ripped stuff and big boots.It 
S was like a production line - all these 


* shunted in and out as quic 


where the recording room was bigger than 
our whole house and assorted Cockney 
Be inate hung around the mixing desk 

ching and farting.The Lads.We'd got 


eager naive young skinhead/punk bands being 
tie as possible. 

Cockney Rejects guitarist Micky Geggus and 

their anonymous drummer treated all these 

young lads like shit.Garry had built up 

this Empire of Yobs and he'd got his mates 

the bees Y in to deal with the problem of 

assembling some order from it all.Get ' 

in,switch the tape on,get ‘em out.Pat 

on the head and stick a boot up their 

arses.So we went in. 

"What's it called then ?" 

“"Der..."I'm Thick" 

"I'm Thick ? What's the lyrics like then 2?" 

"It's just the words "I'm thick",repeated 

64 times." 

They fell abot laughing and made sarcastic 
remarks about how stupid we were,it must 
have taken us a long time to write the 
song,weren't we geniuses,etc.,etc.So we 
recorded the song and they tried to pretend 
they thought it was good. (It was awful.) 
One take,no overdubs,half-an-hour from 
going in to going ovt.) They carried on 
playing the part of ex-Top-Of-The-Pops- 
band-get-to-be-br ses-of-a-big-studio.We 
carried on pretenuing to be as naive,young 
and totally clueless it seemed the rest of 
the bands there were.Then we went home. 

Months and months later,the song came out 
on an Ep called ‘Back On The Streets',a 
collection of awful,tuneless,terrace-chant 
dirges with a glossy pic of a pair of Doc’ 
Marten's on the cover.Another song on the 


= single praised our Lads in the Falklands; 


when Bushell reviewed the record for 
"Sounds',he waxed lyrical over the other 
four bands on the record and added-a 
dismissive "thought they'd do better" for 
Skin Disease.We achieved little other than 
our own satisfaction and a good look at how 
Bushell's Oi! Machine rode roughshod over 
people (mainly lads) who needed something 
(and someone) to think for them. 

Though the record sold 20,000 copies,and 
despite several phone calls to the label 
bosses, we never received any money. 
Obviously,neither did any of the other 
bands involved.Bushell by then had become 
bored with Oi!,bored with having to write 
bullshit whilst pretending it was honest - 
he wanted to write bullshit that was 
bullshit.No more,no less.So he eventually 
went end got a job at ‘The Sun’. 

Looking back,we should have made more of 
the whole situation,tried to expose the 
spoof or explain what we'd done and why.It 
was too much of a private joke.But we had a 
laugh and a good day out.We'd had a good 
look at what patronising prats Cockney 
Rejects were.And we played that bastard 
Bushell at his own game:- telling lies. 


by Boffo (Chumbawamba) 


PUNX'S DEAD. 


Reading issue one of "Polka Slam",various other zines and the mail 
I recieved about my meat article I was inevitably drawn to the above 
conclusion. 

I expect most of Polka Slam's readership were well impressed with 
the inaugral issue,didn't put a foot wrong,said all the the right 
things,towed the party line in much the same way as the Daily 
Telegraph or The Sun would.Here's the problem, Punk/Anarchy is just a 
big heap of complacent crap.The vast majority of modern day 
anarchists (I won't use the term punk as it's dead) are just 
mindless middle class wankers being rebels for a few years until 
daddy gets them a job,in fact they re are the kind of tossers who 
drop out of college to find themselves. 

Anarchy is now just a load of tired messages being peddled by people 
who don't think,they just do as the anarchist establishment tells 
them and worst of all think what they're told to think.The only true 
anarchy comes in the mind.I think about every issue separately and 
formulate a opinion from there,I HAVE VIEWS ACROSS THE POLITICAL 
SPECTRUM.I do what I want to because I want to do it,I am honest 
when I say I couldn't give a fuck about anybody bar my family and 
close friends.NO ONE REALLY DOES,it's just the old “Oh how terrible 
we must do something about it" syndrome. 

I fully intend to stamp on whoever I can to climb life's greasy 
ladder.I hope you all realise that being a total bastard is the only 

way ‘to be in the REAL world,not 
in some pseudo-intellectual 
vision of reality.I'm going off 
to read some Keats now (one last 
dig,being pretentious never 
fails) and you can all fuck off 
and die. 
Lots of love 
to Polka Slam readers 


by Andy "Mad Bastard" 
Crudgington. 


I can see that people are going 
to say that I'm taking this 
"T'll print anything ‘cos 
otherwise it's censorship" thing 
to too much of an extreme.Well, 
in the future I might be more 
choosy about what goes in 
(though that depends on how much 
stuff I receive,hint,hint!). 
Yeah,the above article is 
negative and has been said 
before years ago but it does 
make some valid points that I 
think we have been running away 
from for too long.Maybe if we 
faced them the way forward would 
be clearer,I don't know. 

Anyway,if the negativeness of 
this article angers you,don't 
just mindlessly slag it/Andy/me 
off;channel your feelings into 
something positive - argue with 
a smile! 


INSTIGATORS 


MOST OF YOU WILL HAVE HEARD OF THE INSTIGATORS DUE TO THE COVERAGE 
THEY'VE RECIEVED IN MANY,MANY FANZINES PLUS BEING CONSTANTLY ON THE 
ROAD.WHILE OTHER BANDS HAVE COME AND GONE, THEY'VE KEPT GOING 
STRONG.THEY ARE NOW ON THEIR FIFTH LP,AS WELL AS HAVING RELEASED 
NUMEROUS EP'S AND BEING INCLUDED ON LOADS OF COMPILATION TAPES AND 
MANY COMPILATION LP'S.THEY'VE KEPT ON DOING THEIR OWN THING AND 
HAVE IGNORED THE LATEST FASHIONS.AND SO FOLLOWS THE INTERVIEW, WHICH 
WAS DONE JUST BEFORE THEY SET OFF ON THEIR SEPTEMBER ENGLISH TOUR 
WITH THEIR NEW LINE-UP. 


THANX VERY MUCH TO ANDY FOR THE ANSWERS. 


4% NDOADH-ANZ— % 
4% NDOADD-ANZ— & 


cep TRO 


v- 


NEW ALBUM:OCTOBER 1ST 


LEGONE UK. 
SEPTEMBER 1988 


4 ot PLANET X 
ONEWCASTLE —_RIVERSIDE 
19 BIRMINGHAM KALEIDOSCOPE 
20 BRADFORD IN12 CLUB 
2INOTTINGHAM ® EDEN 
22 LONDON & SIRGEDRGE ROBEY 
23BRIGHTON @ RICHMOND 
24READING & TOWN HALL 
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WHAT ARE THE REASONS BEHIND THE 
MAJOR LINE-UP CHANGE ? 


I suppose the simple answer 
would be:- we wanted,and needed 
to instill more positiveness 
into Instigators which was sadly 
lacking in some (all) of the 
former members of Instigators. 
It's pretty complicated really 
because it didn’t all happen at 
once and everyone had different 
reasons for'leaving'.It's 
pointless bitching and, as you 
should know by now,we "Le not the 
sort of people who look 
backwards.I was lucky enough to 
find these good musicians who 
are committed and,above all,have 
the attitude the former members 
didn't have.I think we suprised 
everyone who thought it wouldn't 
be possible to get it together 
in time to tour,but we worked 
long and hard,and our relaxation 
was recording three new songs, 
one of which you can hear on the 
e.p. with this mag,and now the 
pressure is off we can start 
working on new songs and do more 
touring. 

Instigators is an ongoing 
theme.At present we are:- 

Andy Turner - vocals 
John McAleese - guitar 
Steve Phillips - bass 
Phil Nightingale - drums 


THE ALTERNATIVE SCENES IN MOST 
OTHER COUNTRIES SEEM TO BE MUCH 
BETTER ORGANISED THAN IN 
BRITAIN.WHAT DO YOU THINK THE 
PROBLEM IS WITH THE BRITISH 


# MUSIC SCENE ? 


That's gonna be really 
difficult to answer without 
taking a few pages to map out 
the deep rooted problems here in 
the U.K. and especially within 
whatever music ‘scene we have 
here.I suppose the major point 
to remember is compared with a 
lot of other European countries 
the U.K. doesn't have much cash 
to throw around in comparison 
which is one reason a lot of 
bands now completely miss the 
U.K. off their European tour 
schedule. 

Besides that,though,there's much 
more communication abroad and 
our geographical position is an 


unfortunate one.There is a lot i N S T : G A T O # S 
of interaction on the continent, ee _e 
it's easy to move around from a 
one country to another and the 
Channel tends to put a stop to 
that.There also seems to be far 
more community-spirited people 
over there.You don't usually 
find one person who has been 
left to organise a show on 
their own,there's always people 
willing to help,it's important. 
People here are far more fickle 
when it comes to music,if it a 
doesn't say you're cool in the 
music papers they don't wanna 
know you.We found our friends 
overseas were more open-minded,they didn't have to be told what was 
and wasn't cool. 


NOW YOU HAVE A NEW LP DUE FOR RELEASE,HOW DO YOU THINK YOU'VE 
PROGRESSED SINCE ‘PHOENIX’ ? WHY IS IT BEING RELEASED IN GERMANY WITH 
AN EXTRA TRACK ? ARE THERE ANY PLANS TO RELEASE THE TRACK IN ANY FORM 
OVER HERE ? 


Maybe it'll be out by the time this zine nestles in your readers 
grubby paws.We recorded *Shockgun' in June here in Huddersfield. We' re 
well pleased with how it sounds. The only progression as far as we're 
concerned is the natural one you'd expect from anyone when they move 
on almost a year and a half from | the last album.We're obviously more 
adept at what we're doing but we've always enjoyed doing it-so why 
should we be worried about wanting to change style ? The album is out 
first in Europe from Wierd System Records in Germany.They wanted to 
have ee das. on there to make it a little different from the other 

s versions so we gave him a new 
version of 'FullCircle' that we 
recorded about the same time as 
we did the album.It's a lot 
faster and about one and a half 
minutes shorter than the single 
version.That track will also be 
on a compilation album from Link 
Records here,an American 
compilation e.p. from Amity 
Records and a Japanese 
compilation e.p. on V.O.A. 
Besides that,there's a different 
version of one of our new songs 
on the German one and the U.K. 
one.What happened with that was 
we mixed it with guitars and 
then couldn't decide which one 
to use and decided to use both 
so no one would be upset.The 
album will also be out on 

' Positive Records here in the 
U.K.,Flipside in the U.S.A. and 
Ataque Frontale in Brazil. 


COULD YOU GIVE US A BRIEF RUN- 
DOWN OF THE IDEAS BEHIND THE 
SONGS ON THE LP ? 


Hmmmm! How do I get out of this question ? It's never really been our 
policy to make it easy for the people listening to our stuff and by 
laying it all open like this it sort of spoils it,I think - the 
excitement of knowing what you're hearing and reading and what it 
means to you as an individual - you have to remember that people will 
| draw their own conclusions from what they hear and that's all that 
matters to us. 

I'm really pleased with the lyrical content of this album.It’s not as 
esoteric as 'Phoenix' - a little blunter but-there's still loads of 
room to move in there too and draw your own conclusions.Sorry to upset 
you but buy the album and make up your own minds - that's what they 
are there for ! 


FOR THOSE WHO DON'T KNOW,COULD YOU EXPLAIN THE CIRCUMSTANCES BEHIND 
THE RE-RECORDING OF THE 'NOBODY LISTENS ANYMORE’ LP FOR RELEASE IN 

BRAZIL UNDER THE TITLE 'NEW OLD NOW' ? ARE THERE ANY PLANS FOR OTHER 
SPECIAL RELEASES FOR ANY OTHER COUNTRIES ? 


It's a bit of a long story really.We were approached a while ago by 
Ataque Frontale in Brazil about releasing some of our stuff out 
there.They wanted to start things off by releasing "Nobody Listens 
Anymore’ and then at six month intervals all our other stuff, until 
they caught up.We were very much against doing ‘NLA’ because it's not 
at all representative of what Instigators are doing so we got back and 
said no.They didn't back down,and we compromised by recording ten 
tracks from 'NLA' and ‘Phoenix’ to release as a special introductory 
album in Brazil only.That'll be out around October which will put the 
release of 'Shockgun' back down there until January next year.This was 
something of a one-off,we'd rather record new stuff,hence the track on 
this e.p. 


YOU ARE GOING ON A MASSIVE TOUR OF THE U.S. IN NOVEMBER.WHERE EXACTLY 
WILL THIS TAKE YOU AND WHAT SORT OF PLACES,SIZE-WISE, WILL YOU BE 8 


PLAYING ? HOW DO YOU GO ABOUT 
SETTING UP A TOUR OF THIS SIZE ? 


We should be out there when you 
get this.At the moment we don't 
exactly know where we're going as 
we're still waiting for our 
schedule to arrive.We got a rough 
one through a month or so ago with 
48 dates across the U.S.A. with 
places like Boston,New York, 
Washington,Miami,St.Louis,Memphis, 
Toronto,L.A,San Francisco,Chicago, 
Detroit,San Diego and many more.As 
far as I know the places we're 
playing are the same used by all 
the bands this guy books tours for. 
Our tour is set up by Doug Caron at 
XXX in Hollywood.He books shows for 
bands like Bad Brains,Scream, 
Adolescents, Dagnasty,Agnostic 
Front,Doggy Style and many more so 
we're pretty sure everything will 
go well over there. 

We're back in the U.K. for December 
when we'll catch our lovely winter 
weather when we hit some more 
motorway back here to tour again. 


FROM YOUR EXPERIENCE,HOW DO YOU 
THINK THE SCENE IN AMERICA DIFFERS 
FROM THE U.K. AND THE REST OF 
EUROPE ? WHAT DO YOU THINK OF THE 
MORE BUSINESS-LIKE ATTITUDES IN THE 
AMERICAN HARDCORE SCENE,DO YOU 
THINK IT HELPS ADD STABILITY TO IT 
OR DOES IT TAKE IT TO NEAR- 
CONSUMERISM ROCK THAT PUNK WAS 
SUPPOSED TO BE AGAINST ? 


Again,it's something that's a lot 
more deep-rooted than just 
concerning the ‘scene’ or 
whatever.We found American life in 
general business orientated.From 
birth they're fed all that money as 
success stuff and thats how their 
country rolls around.I don't think 
it helps stabilise anything.We've 
dealt with over-cautious bread- 
heads before and if there isn't 
enough cash on the night you can't 
really do anything,a big bag of 
contracts or not.There's a 
difference between making sure 
people can make the next show and 
eat and stuff and ripping anyone 
off.There does seem to be a 
swingback to consumerism but I 
think that has more to do with 
Heavy Metal bands masquerading as 
‘Hardcore bands' than people 
working on an understanding that 


gigs run well and no-one loses out.It's hard really to know what 
Punk' was supposed to be for or against,it means something different 
to everyone.It's very misleading really and always leaves someone 

feeling let down. 


YOU SEEM MORE POPULAR EVERYWHERE ELSE TO THE U.K. WHY DO YOU THINK 
THIS IS,AND WHY DO YOU THINK YOU DON'T DO SO WELL HERE ? DO YOU THINK 
IT COULD BE,AS A FEW PEOPLE HAVE SAID,BECAUSE PEOPLE HAVE SEEN AND 
HEARD YOU TOO MUCH AND HAVE GROWN BORED WITH HEARING THE SAME SONGS | 
TIME AND TIME AGAIN ? 

(NOT ME,BY THE WAY!) 


Whoever told you that is fucked-up.We've played outside the U.K. as 
much as we have in it,maybe more over the past year so that theory can 
go straight out of the window.My personal theory is that we've been 
lucky enough over the past few years to stay clear of all the dumb 
fashion stuff that crops up over here so while we didn't get caught up 
in anything and didn't get too popular over here the fact is we're 
still here,we're not bothered and we haven't been hyped at all. 

Our last two U.K. shows have been strange affairs where we'd been 
rushed for time,we threw in our fastest songs to make sure we played 
as many as we could,a lot of old stuff but hardly our fault. 

Watch out on this tour in September and afterwards,at least fourteen 
new songs as well as some old stuff people might not be too sick of 
hearing ! As I've said before and will continue to say - people 
overseas are not the shitkicking musical dumbo's that most English 
people tend to think - 
quite the opposite in 
fact,there aren't that 
many divisions on the 
continent so people tend 
to be far more 
open-minded.There is 

no bullshit over there 
that says because you like 
Heresy you can't like 
Instigators too or 
vice-versa.Get your heads 
out of the sand!! 


WHICH ARE YOUR FAVOURITE 
COUNTRIES FOR:-MUSIC, 
SCENE, SCENERY, PEOPLE ? 
WHICH IS THE EASTEST TO 
TOUR,AND IS THERE ANYWHERE 
YOU'D LIKE TO PLAY THAT 
YOU HAVEN'T YET BEEN -TO ? 


Thats tough because 
everywhere you visit you 
remember for something, 
you have good and bad 
times everywhere so 
everywhere must be 
favourite.There's good 
things I like about 
certain places.Germany is 
a no bullshit country,I 
really like that attitude, 
if they don't like you 
they'll tell you straight 
and vice-versa - they 
probably have the most 


active scene in the world and it's really 
easy to tour.It's nice to be anywhere but if 
I had to settle down somewhere for a while 
I'd like it to be Berlin,Los Angeles,San 
Francisco or maybe Copenhagen.I don't really 
like to think of everywhere as countries 
divided but one big expanse without 
boundaries.Some of our favourite bands at the 
moment are TSOL,Scream,Hard-ons,Dagnasty, 

Bad Brains,Guns N Roses,W.D.M.,H.D.Q.,Jingo 
De Lunch,Government Issue,Living Color, 
Metallica,AC/DC and many more,but our reasons 
for liking them are ‘cos they make good 
music,most with a message but it has nothing 
to do with where they come from. 


WITH CULTURAL REVOLUTIONS TAKING PLACE ALL 
OVER THE EAST,IN PLACES LIKE CHINA,RUSSIA AND 
JAPAN,DO YOU THINK THERE WILL BE A CHANCE FOR 
THE INSTIGATORS TO PLAY IN ANY OF THESE 

PLACES ? DO YOU THINK YOU'D GO DOWN WELL WITH 
THE LOCALS ? 


It's funny you should mention that really. 
When we were in Finland in May we were 
approached by someone who now books bands 
into Russia.With Glasnost a lot of bands from 
Finland can now go over and tour and actually 
get cash which they can change on the border. 
These people were interested in taking us 
over next year sometime,maybe with W.D.M. who 
were on tour with us in Finland.It would be 
nice to get there and Japan too,I forgot to 
answer that bit in your last question but 
Japan and South-East Asia is somewhere I'd 
like to visit.I like different cultures and 
Europe is vastly losing it's identity.I think 
we'd do real well anywhere we went,we 
hopefully project enthusiasm - It's easy to 
pick up on that - anywhere ! 


YOUR LYRICS HAVE ALWAYS BEEN OF THE 
'PERSONAL' TYPE.WHERE DO YOU GET YOUR IDEAS 
FROM ? IT SEEMS THAT NOWADAYS BANDS ARE 
TURNING AWAY FROM THE TRADITIONAL PUNK 
"PROTEST' LYRICS,1.E.,MEAT IS MURDER, FIGHT 
THE SYSTEM,ETC.DO YOU THINK THIS IS BECAUSE 
IT WAS ALL BECOMING TOO CLICHED ? SHOULD THAT 
TYPE OF PREACHING BE LEFT FOR RECORD SLEEVES, 
LEAFLETS,ETC AS YOU CAN'T HEAR THE LYRICS 
MOST OF THE TIME,ANYWAY ? 


Let's straighten something out so no-one 
gets it wrong. 
Although there's a lot of personal stuff in 
what we do I'd still say there is a lot of 
protest in there,too.Hopefully,it's directed 
a lot better than a lot of the standard ‘Punk 
Rock' stuff we got rammed down our throats in 
the wake of Crass.A lot of that was too much. 
After a while,if you're hearing all that 
twenty-four hours a day,you get numb to it 
and you lose touch with the reality of the 
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situation.All that stuff was usually just a stepping stone to 
popularity anyway in a lot of cases-Stick a set together with your 
standard 'Fuck The System','Kill Thatcher’ stuff and hey presto you 
got a punk audience all tuned in.That was too easy for us and we could 
never have felt comfortable knowing we were capable of so much more. 
You're right when you ask about a lot of it not coming across live. 
Maybe it isn't the best medium to do that,leaflets and stuff are far 
more suited to that than music.Just because you don't sing tunes like 
the afore-mentioned,it doesn't mean you don't care or that you're 
ignorant.We use lyrics to hopefully provoke thought,action and 
reaction. 


ANYTHING TO ADD,FUTURE PLANS,ETC ? 


We'll be out on-tour for quite a while so watch out.Here's the plan:- 
U.K. in September,U.S.A. in October/November,U.K. and Ireland in 
December,Europe in January/Febuary and more recording in March before 
we head off again.Thanks for your time,now open your minds ! 


Ena 


Right,well that's it,the end of the interview-.A very big thank you to 
Andy for answering my questions so well. 

If you haven't already done so,make sure you get to hear some more 
Instigators stuff or see them live (they're bound to come to somewhere 
near you,where ever you live !),especially now that they've got the 
new line up ‘cos I've got a feeling that there going to be hotter than 
ever ! 

If you want to get in contact with the band for info/merchandise, 
etc,the address is:- Instigators, Positive Records,Hudawi Community 
centre,William street,Huddersfield,HD16 BG 


NOD 
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ANARCHIST BOOKFAIR 87 


I've been asked to write an article on 
the ‘Anarchist Bookfair',though to be 
honest,I'm not all that sure what to 
write....I mean,what can you say about a 
couple of thousand people who meet on a 
Saturday to eat,and buy books ? So,all 
I'm going to give you is a few observations 
on the day's proceedings. 

I suppose really I should first attempt to 
define anarchism,but to be honest,I can't 
really be bothered.In my opinion,most of the 
people who call themselves anarchists (and I 
mean those that attempt to use the label 
seriously,not any arsehole who writes a 
circled 'A' on their jacket and/or wall, 
thinking they are being really rebellious),are 
everything but,but such is life I guess. 

What is very apparent from the bookfair 
however,is that most anarchists are certainly 
NOT punks,something that is not perhaps at 
first obvious,if,like me,you were brought up 
in punk/hardcore circles.It was actually very 
encouraging (well I thought so anyway) to see 
the real diversity of people (well, apart from 
the plainclothes policemen) that did come. 
Especially welcome was the high percentage of 
females that came along.Anarchism suffers as 
much as anything else from patriarchy and male 
dominance,but at least they do seem more aware 
of the problem and are attempting to deal with 
it.There were literally,to use the old cliche, 
people there from eight to eighty,dressed all 
the way from rags to suits.What most people 
seem to forget CSosecially punks) or don't 
want to face up to,is that all the so called 
normal people they despise,if anarchism has to 
have any chance of being implemented,have to 
be won over to its ideas and practice.Thus it 
was very comforting to see that at the 
bookfair at least,people were not stuck in 
some vegan/punk ghetto.But lets get honest, 
the anarchist movement in Britain at the 


moment is tiny,largely insignificant and totally fragmented.Most of 
the different anarchist groups in Britain don't get on with each 
other,and to be frank,I can understand why.As I said before,there are 
far too many idiots masquerading under the term anarchism ,acting out 
their own little lunatic individualist and (Right Wing) léhentarten 
fantasies.At least however,the bookfair manages to get these different 
groups,who spend the rest Of the year either ignoring each other,or 
actively attacking each other,under one roof together,and you never 
know,there might yet be some bridges built between them.I mean,if so 
called anarchists can't work out something together, and work out some 
form of viable organisation, what hope is there for the rest of 
humanity (though then again,most ‘normal' people seem to have a lot 
more common sense than most of those calling themselves anarchists)? 

There does seem to be a few glimmers of light at the end of the 
tunnel.While,at least here in Britain,the Left generally has been 
sinking lower and lower, judging by the Anarchist Bookfairs,both the 
number of people turning up during the day,(around 3000 at the last 
one) and the number of groups/organisations/individuals taking stalls 
has,and is,increasing rapidly.So perhaps the revolution will be next 
month on a Tuesday after all..... 

If anyone is interested in British anarchist books,periodicals, 
pamphlets,etc,I sell a wide range.If you like,send me a couple of 
quid,and I can send you a selection. 

My address is :- 3 Balmoral Place,Stirling,Scotland,FK8 2RD 
(I'm also a famous rock star with a little-known country and western 
outfit,Political Asylum,but that's another story, partner). 

Written by Ramsey. 


Some of the more intelligent groups/publications here in Britain 
include:- 

Counter Information:- 11 Forth street,Edinburgh, Scotland 

Black Flag:- BM Hurricane,London,WC1N 3XX (also the address of 
Anarchist Black Cross - Prisoner support group) 

London Greenpeace:- 5 Caledonian road,London,Ni 9DX (Independant 
anarchist group,have produced a series of excellent leaflets on 
McDonalds, Unilever,etc.) 
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In the first issue of 'Polka Slam' I printed an article titled Meat 
is not Murder" by a friend called Andy.As expected I got quite a bit 
of response from this.Some people slagged me off for putting it in as 
they thought it was a waste of space to print something that they 
didn't agree with.Others supported me for putting it in even though 
they didn't agree with it.I'd like to say a big thank you to those 
people and to all those who wrote to me on the subject but didn't 
agree with me,why should a difference of opinion spoil a friendship? 

My reasons for printing it were simply because of something that we 
are all supposed to want (though only when it suits certain people) 
and that is freedom of speech.Andy wrote the article and asked me to 
print it,so I did.If I'd refused it would have been censorship 
wouldn't it ? Because of this a few people have asked would I print an 
article by a racist/sexist,etc.Well,I suppose I'd have to cross that 
bridge if I came to it but I think in most cases extreme right wing 
(and left wing for that matter) opinions usually make their writer/ 
speaker look stupid as their arguments never hold water (I know that 
is a bit of a biased opinion but it's my zine so I'll say what I want 
so there !).That was the case with Andy's article,most of his argument 
for eating meat was laughable,even to the most naive of people so I 
don't think it turned anyone away from vegetarianism,the same as any 
racist article would help promote racism ck I know an NF paper might 
help promote racism but I think in most cases anyone who bought a copy 
would be a racist anyway).Maybe I should have written my own piece on 
the subject to accompany Andy's bit and this is something I would do 
if I ever decided to print any racist crap,which is very,very unlikely 
(unless I was paid a very big fribel he fey 

Anyway ,hopefully that's cleared that up,if you've any thoughts on the 
subject don't hesitate to write,I'm open to critism.Here's some of the 
responses that I recieved about the article.Most of them are just 
edited highlights ('Match of the day' style) as there would be little 
point in repeating the points raised in previous letters,so sorry to 
those people who's letters I've edited/left out but it would have been 
a waste of space to print the same things twice and and it would have 
also been boring for the reader to have to plough through the same 
things over and over again. 


RE 
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Meat Means Murder 
and it Always Will 


This article was 
written after 
reading an article 
entitled'Meat is Not 
Murder'in the last 
issue of this zine. 

It was written by 

some selfish 

neo-fascist called 

‘Andy’. 

I contemplated 

writing an article 

with the title 'The 

National Front isn't 

Racist’ or even 'The 

Sun is'nt a Tory 

Propaganda Mag’. 

Andy says that he 

doesn't give a toss 

about pigs or cows.What sort of 
excuse isthat for eating 
meat?'Loving animals is not the 
premier reason for giving up 
meat.So wether you like cows or 
not you shouldn't impose your 
insidious habit on them,they have 
as much right to live as you 
have.How would you like it if I 
came along and said to you, "I 
don't like you" and promptly beat 
you up.You'd think I was a bully 
or a fascist or maybe just a 
dickhead with that old ‘Fuck a 
Mod'mentality. 

"Speciesism' is just as unecessary 
and cruel as rascism or sexism.In 
fact the arguments you put up for 
speciesism are probably the same 
ones you reject as a basis for 
rascism and sexism. 

The second point.There is 
absolutey no evidence to suggest 
that our bodies are designed for 
meat.Early man never ate meat and 
in fact lived on a vegan diet of 
nuts,berries,etc.'Andy' also 
says,"'The body is not designed to 
cope with digesting large amounts 
of vegetables".The truth, 
however,is the exact opposite.The 
human body has a long digestive 
system designed to hold food.If it 
were designed for meat,the 
digestive system would be short in 
order to rid the body of the many 
‘poisons’ meat contains.These 
‘poisons’ (including some of the 
chemicals pumped into the animals) 
are responsible for heart disease 
and cancer,both of which are 


commonplace in meateater's 
bodies.This man obviously doesn't 
give a toss about his own body 
either! 

Lastly, 'Andy" goes on to glorify 
Macdonalds in his last 
paragraph.Does he know that 
because of Macdonalds (and their 
cronies)that an area the size of 
the U.K. in rainforest is being 
destroyed every year.This means 
that native's homes and cultures 
are being destroyed as well. 
Also,one species of plant,animal 
or insect is becoming extinct 
every few hours.The trees also 
provide oxygen which is a vital 
ingredient of the air we 
breathe.Scientists estimate that 
the human race has another 50 
Years left on this planet at the 
rate we're presently going at. 


Scum Like Andy Are Helping To Kill 
This Planet. 


By John A,5 Bellfield Ave, 
Dalkeith,Midlothian,EH22 3JT 


Human incisors are not for 
tearing flesh,oherwise there would 
be more,sharper teeth and not 
large,flat ones as we have. 

Flesh is not the only thing that 
tears.The appendix is obsolete due 
to the very opposite to as you 
say.Meat does not digest in the 
human body-it rots in the blood 
stream for a week and is said to 
never leave the body of a regular 
animal eater.Heart disease,obesity 


and a body of meat are natural, 
are they? 

The very worst point this sick 
kid makes is,"He couldn't give a 
toss".Well all this apathy, 
hatred,bigotry and waste of 
intelligent life (yours,that is) 
will build up against you-the law 
of Karma is-what you sow,you will 
reap. 

Does he also not give a toss 
about the rainforests that 
Macdonalds cut down for cattle 
grazing,hence cutting the oxygen 
level down YOU,Mr.High and Mighty 
have to breathe too? Do you not 
care for CFC put into fast food 
cartons which will destroy the 
ozone layer? You too can die of 
skin cancer (but you may well 
deserve it),or cheap non-union 
labour in Macdonalds.Or the fact 
that for each pound of meat,ten 
pounds of high protein food could 
be grown?0ne-third of the world is 
starving,do you not give a toss ? 
Your are helping it go hungry by 
your wasteful greed.Do you not 
care?Much of the grain is taken 
from the poorest nations to feed 
cows for the richest peoples 
butcher's shops.Do you not give a 
toss? 

In short,your infactual, 
superficial,self-centered,sick 
greed can cost us all the Earth we 
live on.Take responsibility for 
your actions for once in your 
life,you weak-minded egomaniac, 
you can drag us all under. 

Love and compassion (Know the 
word 7?) 


Mervyn,4 Moorlands,Welwyn garden 
city,Herts,AL/ 4PP 


Firstly,the bullshit about not 
calling Lions cruel.The point 
is,as far as we know,lions do not 
run thousands of cruel slaughter 
houses and butcher's shops and do 
not make profit from the terrible 
suffering of animals.The lions 
just get out there and kill the 
animals for themselves.How many 
meat-eaters do you know who kill 
their own meat!!! None is the 
answer,I'm fairly sure of that. 
Instead they go to the butcher's 
and pay him,he makes a big profit 
from slaughter,he pays the 
slaughter houses,they make a big 
profit from slaughter,they pay the 
farmers and so on.See the point??? 

Secondly,your argument seems not 
to take into account that 
vegetarians eat things other than 
vegetables.We do also eat fruit 
and nuts. 

Thirdly,to imply that none of us 
give a toss about pigs,cows, 
etc. is a pile of fucking 
bullshit.Why do you think people 
actually turn vegetarian? Because 
they want to protest against 
animal suffering of course,not 
because they don't give a toss 
about the animals.Are you blind, 
Andy? 

My final point is that I consider 
your final sentence about Big Macs 
and Oxo fucking sick.This adds 
nothing to your argument at all 
and it seems you are only 
revelling in your blood lust.I 
think if you say things like this 
you deserve no respect, despite 
the fact you may have tried to 
present a reasonable argument. 
Also,what is the point in slagging 
vegetarians off? People who don't 
eat meat object to meat-eating. 
People,as far as I know,who eat 
meat do not object to people who 
don't.Your argument is pointless 
and petty. 


Lots of love,James, 
"Roaneval',Rectory Grounds, 
Hayton,Retford,Notts,DN22 9LB 


The teeth in a human mouth are 
built to (using his word) shred a 
large variety of different types 
of food;but NOT MEAT. 
Vegetarianism is natural;why else 
do millions die every year from 
heart conditions/hardening of the 


arteries/cancer (meat eating 
causes colon cancer-VERY painful) 
etc? Because the meat marketing 
consumer P.R. dept. is so rich and 
powerful,causing hundreds of 
millions to eat meat and suffer 
for it through disease. 

The enzymes which Andy draws the 
readers attention to are in fact 
there to destroy bacteria (NOT 
DIGEST MEAT).In actual fact, 
completely contrary to this;the 
length of the digestive tract of a 
human being is such that the 
consumption of meat causes 
disease.To explain :-Carnivorous 
creatures have a very short 
digestive tract so that they can 
get the meat through their bodies 
as quickly as possible to release 
the bacteria and poisons inherent 
‘in meat as quickly as possible.On 
the other hand,the digestive tract 
of a herbivor is at least twice as 
long as there are less bacteria in 
vegetables. 

Interestingly,the length of the 
digestive tract of a human being 
is roughly 1% times that of a 
carnivore,causing poisons to be 
released INSIDE the body,causing 
infection and disease such as 
cancerous growths.The writer is 
also incorrect to claim that 
vegetables and particularly soya 
(in my eyes a REAL alternative to 
meat) are low in biological value 
protein,inherent in ALL beans and 
pulses in LARGE quantities;I'm the 
perfect example that veges aren't 

rakes';I can think of other 
examples tod...seseee 
zine. 


By Adam, "No Restrictions’ 


To be honest I'm getting pissed 


off with all this 
Crap! 

All through history man has eaten 
meat.It's only now people are 
saying it's wrong! So they're 
saying man's been getting it wrong 
for centuries? To some areas of 
the world,meat has been the main 
source of food-were they wrong? 
Should they starve? Was it their 
fault crops wouldn't crow? 

This however doesn't mean I agree 
with hunts and labs.I think both 
are bastards!! I think both should 
be outlawed! 

All the 'veggies' come into forms 


Meat is Murder 


of animal matters daily,e.g. 
clothes,shoes,glue,etc. What 
people eat is their business but 
it's not a ‘crime’ to eat meat. 
It's a ‘trend’ people are 
following in not eating meat. 

And how will stopping eating meat 
affect governments? Fuck all!!! 
They don't give a shit! Instead 
they should be fighting important 
things like the 'class system’, 
etc. 

One last point.Nature's cycle 
includes eating meat,right from 
insects to the larger animals, 
e.g.lions,etc.Man just happens to 
be part of that cycle. 

Well, cheers for reading this 
shit and I don't give a fuck what 
people think of my views.I think 
my way and them theirs. 


By John A.Fieldsend,c/o 1 SQN,9 
SIGS Regt,Dog Section,BFPO 58 


This last piece was written by 
Andy's sister who is a Bio - 
chemist .She wrote it in response 


’ to the letters that were sent 


after his article was printed, 
most of which have been printed 
here. 


Incisors are for shredding 
meat.That is their purpose,any 
dentistry or medical text book 
will tell you so. 

Teeth for eating vegetables need 
to be ridged with dentine and 
enamel so that they can cope with 
the damage done by fibres of 
vegetables. 

The appendix is a vestigal organ 
because we don't eat grass 

The most stupid statement I have 


ever seen is "Meat does not digest in the body™.Meat 

(protein) is hydrolysed by acid in the stomach and 

acted on by enzymes in the stomach,duodenum, jejenum JLIVING. 
and ileum (small intestine) and then broken down 


into amino acids which are then used in the body for 

an energy source or for building the body's own WITHOUT 
roteins.These include all enzymes,collagen, XN 
elabtinyetes Mnbet everything in body is built up C UELPY 
from amino acids.Even bone is built onto a protein 
matrix,and please don't make a stupid comment here, 
like,"What about fats or carbohydrates?" 

Nothing rots in the blood stream.The blood stream is 
merely a carrier system for nutrients and waste 

products and a way of maintaining water, 

electrolyte and acid base balance.Heart disease is 
usually due to agenetic defect.People have a family 
history of heart disease.You are more likely to die 

from smoking than eating meat. 

The Third World would be better served with some 

birth control,a vaccination system and some 

irrigation schemes than just throwing food at them. 

You obviously have to feed them first,but you have 

to help them live properly in their part of the 

world. 

Whereas it is certainly true that not eating enough 


fibre can cause cancer of the colon (that does not 

mean eating meat cause cancer of the colon),eating 

too much fibre can cause cancer of the stomach 

(malabsorption of. calcium due to organic phosphates LIVING 
in fibre). VA 


Also,fertilisers (which I'm sure you don't agree WITHOUDP 
SS 


with anyway) used to row vegetables cause cancer of S : WZ, 
the colon. © ¥ G ‘UELVY 
‘Bacteria’ that is present in meat would be 
destroyed by cooking and,believe it or not,they take 
a while to reproduce enzymes,Trypsin and Pepsin are 
present to break down protein,i.e. meat.That is a 
simple biochemical fact. 
Poisons from meat (I assume you mean ammonia) from 
amino acids are removed from the body via the 
orginine ornithine cycle at the kidneys and as 
ammonia is volatile it is not released from amino 
acids until they are deaminated mainly in the liver 
and kidneys. 
Infections are caused by viruses and bacteria,not 
poisons from meat. 
Cancer is caused by many tines. such as smoking, 
solvents and large doses of radiation (It usually 
takes about twenty years in these cases).Did you 
know that the NK cells .in the human immune system 


fight tumour cells? 

It is illegal to pump ‘chemicals’ into animals. 

I have seen many children who are very ill because 

their parents have put them on a strict vegetarian = 
diet.They usually have very serious anaemias.I don't JLIVING. 
deny you can live quite comfortably on a vegetarian 
diet but the body's many metabolic processes are WITHOUT 
designed for a diet of meat and vegetables. 

Scientists estimate a lot of things including the Cc UELTY 
end of the world,but I do think it is a little 
hysterical,don't you? 
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The Nature of the British Hero. 


Picking up the Sunday paper today, I was greeted by the sight of 
a semi-naked body,lying blood stained and dead on the cold tarmac 
of a West Belfast street. 

Before I reach the main point of this piece I would like to state 
that the only emotion I really felt upon viewing this picture was 
a short burst of revulsion and a short period of disilusionment 
with the human race.I didn't feel great waves of compassion and 
disgust come crashing over me,or a feeling of respectful sorrow 
because,lets face it,no one gives a fuck about anyone except their 
family and friends.We all just pretend to be members of a 
compassionate international community which does not really exist. 

Anyway,with that off my chest I return to my text.Why were those 
two dead soldiers named heroes? They had been brutally murdered, 
yes,but did they have a say in it? Did they in fact doing anything 
remotely heroic?I think not (oh no,dangerous ground attacking our 
boys in Ireland,let's hope our mothers don't see this).I 
personally believe the headlines should have read,"Two stupid 
bastards toting large guns spark of what was always a potential 
gunpower keg by getting lost (oh really,I have doubts over this 
eeplanationy™. 1 am not here condoning the crowds action or making 
any direct comment on the situation in Ulster (that would be 
inappropriate under the title).What I am trying to do is destroy 
the myth that there is anything remotely heroic about death (I 
always wondered what the point of awarding posthumous bravery 
medals is,but that's deviating from my original track).Death is 
just total oblivion (which is something I always find rather 
comforting, just think,all those bastards you really detest are 
going to be systematicaly snuffed out by the slow progress of 
fime) «THERE IS NOTHING GLORIOUS ABOUT BEING DEAD.I always find 
Rememberance Sunday a rather perverse glorification of mindless 
slaughter. 

So why does the Media create heroes? Why does it revel in those 
who have died doing their duty,and for the British Way Of Life? 
Well,who controls the majority of the Media? Yes,you guessed it, 
our old mates the Conservative Party.And what is usually found in 


the newspapers? Mild criticisms of the government's disastrous 
handling of the National Health Service,problems in the rapidly 
declining British manufacturing industries,etc.All this is 
tempered by editors,but news must be reported in some form to the 
public in our glorious democracy. 
So,we have a situation where Tory-supporting editors are having to 
stab their own Party in the back.So how better to deflect 
attention from what's going on around the public (and to give them 
something to think about rather than their empty,mindless lives, 
and yes,that dig means empty-headed,line-towing anarchists too) 
than give them a focus for the jingoism that is omnipresent in 
much of British society.How else would Eddie Edwards,an 
incompetent pratt become a national hero? 

So I say to you my dear,dear friends,there is no such thing as 
the British hero,and heroism just does not exist anymore,if it 
ever did. 


"Duty is what one expects from others,not 
what one does oneself" - Oscar Wilde. 


Written by Andy Crudgington 


SMOKING. 


Smoking is,and I quote,the most anti-social 
habit ever,with drugs next in line of 
disgusting habits of all time. For 18 years 
I've had to put up with my Mother smoking 
about 40 fags a day,and my father having the 
odd cigar now and again.Then when I'm 
travelling on good old public transport 
(that is when they're running) there is 
smoking on that,but sometimes if there is 
enough seats downstairs where smoking is 
prohibited,I will sit there,but most of the 
time I've got to contend with the prats 
upstairs.Also,when I'm where I want to go my 
mates are smoking,especially when I go to 
the pub for an orange juice,nearly everyone 
there is puffing away on the cancer sticks.I 
can not get away from this killer,which is 
the worst killer in the country. 

These addicts have no heart,and don't care 
that they are damaging other peoples lives 
with this passive smoking.I'm proud I have a 
healthy and active lifestyle,but it really 
pisses me off to see that these killers 
don't care about the damage theyre doing to 
all us sane people.I know that without 
cancer sticks this country would become less 
prosperous,as most the money this country 
gets is by importing/selling fags,so what 
the government should do is triple the price 
so more people can't afford them. 

So for all you smokillers out there:- THINK 
ABOUT WHAT YOU'RE DOING TO YOURSEVES,AND 
MORE IMPORTANTLY, OTHERS. 


by IGY (No Restrictions zine) 


What ever happened to ‘Peace Punx’ ? It 
seems that since Crass stopped going the 
peace punk has become a dying breed, 
though there is still a few hanging in 
there.Nowadays the big thing seems to be 
how much alcohol you can consume and 
who's got the dirtiest ripped trousers 
and the most disgusting haircut. 
PER-THE-TIC ! 

The feeling of optimism has all but 
disappeared from gigs now.There's still 
bands that you go and see because they 
make you feel good (or is it the 
alcohol....?) but very,very few bands 
nowadays can still install a hope for the 
future.So come on,wise up and work for 
the future,don't let that "I'm crustier 
than you" attitude get the better of you. 

One last question on a different 
subject:-Why was the world so outraged by 
Israeli soldiers beating the shit out of 
protestors but nothing happened when the 
cops smashed and beat the Peace convoy a 
couple of years ago ? Double standards 
strike again. 


By Jel (Jack Straws) 
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NEWCASTLE AND DURHAM BUST FUND. 


This fund has been set up to concentrate on 
helping those who are arrested for Animal Rights 
activities ONLY.As heavier fines are being 
imposed on those arrested for A.L.F. direct 
action,we feel that the Animal Rights movement 
will become more succesful in its aims if w: 
concentrate the finance on the said cause only, 
as more money will be needed in future.Therefore 
we need YOUR help ! Please send a donation. 
Failing this,if anyone can organise a Bust Fund 
benefit gig or sell zines/records/tapes/etc, as 
a benefit for us,please get in touch - we will 
be Very grateful.This Bust Fund is for all you 
involved in A.L.F. activities - remember that. 
It could be you next ! We will be releasing 
periodical update sheets,to advertise in zines, 
etc.We will not discredit ourselves by conning 
you ! 

For more info or if sending a donation, PLEASE 
CONTACT:- "B.F.",c/o Common Ground, 

1 Charlotte Square, 
Newcastle-upon-Tyne,NE1l 4XP 
Remember ! 
Please mark envolopes "B.F." only,please don't 
put “Bust Fund" - ae don't want our mail opened 
by anyone else - do we ? 
Thankyou for a little of your time, 
Love,Newcastle and Durham Bust Fund.. 22 
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There I was,sitting listening 
to old John Peel on the radio when, 
suddenly,this awesome grinding noise : 
came out of my speakers.I'd heard nothing 
like it befor ;I turned up the volume to 11 
and just sat there in amazement. 
For many days after,I played the session non-stop, 
and I soon got in contact with Whale,Bolt throwers 
drummer,and have since then followed their progress 
eagerly. 
They have come along way since the session was first 
broadcast.They released their debut Lp,called,'In Battle There 
Is No Law',as well as having session released on vinyl and having 
some of it included on the ‘Hardcore Holocaust" Lp. 
Anyway onto the interview which was answered by all the band,Thanks 
a-tet: 


THINGS HAVE BEEN HAPPENING FAST FOR YOU THIS YEAR.HOW MUCH OF THIS 
DO YOU THINK IS DUE TO THE PEEL SESSION ? OR IS IT THAT YOU CAME 
ALONG AT THE RIGHT TIME,AS EVERYBODY IS INTO CROSSOVER BANDS AT THE 
MOMENT ? 


Whale:- A lot of it is due to the Peel Session we did,it got us 
broken in this country.And I suppose we were around at the right 
time,we've had so many things happen this year,it's great,and we 
hope it carries on. 


WHY DID ALAN LEAVE THE BAND ? HOW DOES HE FEEL NOW THAT YOU ARE 
BECOMING KNOWN ? 


All:- Well,we don't see Alan anymore.He's doing what he wants to 
do,we don't know what,he's not in any other bands.He just didn't 
want to do anything more with the band,he'd had enough. 

He doesn't feel any remorse.He must have known we'd get known after 
the session,so he doesn't feel pissed off or anything.He helped us 
out with his signature when we had to sign the contract for the Peel 
session. 


HOW LONG DO YOU THINK THIS CROSSOVER TREND WILL LAST ? 


Baz:- 'Crossover',as you put it,is just an expansion of Hardcore,so 
really the question is "How long do you think Hardcore will last 2?" 
As long as people are into Hardcore/Thrash,the crossover will remain 
in some shape or form. 


Whale:- I think it will last for a long time.Crossover's a mixture 
of Hardcore/Metal and both of these music types are strong,with 
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bands and people into it,so it's really up to how the bands progress 
and what people into music like. 


DO YOU THINK HARDCORE ATTITUDES ARE ACTUALLY MAKING ANY EFFECT ON 
METALLERS WHO ARE GETTING INTO IT ? 


Karl:- We don't label people,but 'Metallers' seem to be loosening up 


and there is a lot more mixing at our gigs,and everyone gets on okay, 
so they seem to have gained a peaceful attitude.I stress that 
labelling people as either Metallers or Hardcore does not achieve 
progression ! 


Whale:- Yes,I think they are,more and more Metallers are getting into 
Hardcore bands and agreeing with their views,but it works both ways. 
There's a lot of good in the Metal scene,there"s good and bad in 
Hardcore and Metal,but it's always the Metallers that get the bad 
name. 


THE BIG METAL MAGS ARE GIVING MORE AND MORE SPACE TO HARDCORE,ETC. 
AND THEY'RE EVEN STARTING TO LET GROUPS SHOW THAT THERE IS MORE TO 
HARDCORE THAN MUSIC (E.G. THE NAPALM DEATH INTERVIEW IN KERRANG !). 
WHAT DO YOU THINK OF THE APPROACH THE MAGS ARE NOW TAKING ? WILL IT 
LAST ? 


Gav:- No,it won't last because they are only into the hype element of 
Hardcore.As soon as the Metal mags think that it's had enough of 
Hardcore,out it will go and the slagging offs will start.Zines cover 
the Hardcore element and the attitude more,whereas the big Metal mags 
views towards a lot of Hardcore bands seems to be negative. . 


Whale:- The only reason the Metal mags are getting into Hardcore is 
to sell a few more copies,and the main bands they feature seem to be 
American .As soon as they get bored of it,the slagging off will start. 


YOUR LYRICS ARE MAINLY ABOUT WAR AND IT'S AFTER EFFECTS.HAVE YOU EVER 
THOUGHT ABOUT COVERING OTHER SUBJECTS LIKE HUNTING,SOUTH AFRICA,ETC. 

OR DO YOU THINK THEY ARE TOO CLICHED ? HOW DO YOU FEEL ABOUT THE IDEA 
THAT LYRICS SHOULD BE MORE PERSONAL AND CAUSES SHOULD BE LEFT FOR 
RECORD SLEEVE INLAYS,HANDOUT SHEETS,ETC. ? 24 


Jo:- We write about war because it's just the path we've taken,to 
coincide with our views.We are all against the other things you ve 
mentioned,but war is the closest subject that associates with our 
music. 


Whale:- We write about war because it interests us.We aren't all 
warmongers ,we just write a story of war and its effects on the 
world.We don' t write about Africa »yhunting,etc. because we don't want 
to,although we disagree with them.There's loads of bands doing that. 
Basically,it's what we want to do. 


YOU'VE BEEN GIVEN THE CHANCE TO DO A CONCEPT LP FOR ‘WHITE DWARF’ .HOW 
DID THIS SITUATION ARISE ? 


Whale:- Well,when I got back from a week's well-needed holiday,I 
recieved a box full of games and a letter from the Games Workshop in 
Nottingham,asking us to go and see them. 

Basically,what they wanted was for us to base our next Lp on one of 
their games systems.Seeing as most of us are into that kind of stuff 
we thought why not,so at the moment we're making up new songs with 
lyrics based on "Warhammer 40 ,000' and ‘Realms of Chaos'.They're going 
to release it as well,so it will be new to them.It should be out early 
summer '89 with our brilliant cover designed by them and a booklet 
based around the game, Lp and us.They' ve just done a page feature on us 
in the ‘White Dwarf' mag,issue 106,it's good.Well,that s about it,it's 
just a matter of waiting and seeing how things come about. 


WHAT DO YOU THINK OF THE HASSLE LABELS LIKE PEACEVILLE HAVE BEEN 
GETTING LATELY,WITH PEOPLE 
COMPLAINING WHEN THE PRICES ARE 
PUT UP BY 50P IN ORDER TO 
SURVIVE,YET THE SAME PEOPLE ARE 
PREPARED TO PAY ANYTHING 
BETWEEN £6-9 FOR THE LATEST 
METAL RECORD OR IMPORT ? 

(NOT THAT THERE'S ANYTHING THAT 
BAD ABOUT BUYING IMPORTS,AS 
LONG AS THEY'RE NOT ON A 
BASTARD LABEL). 


Whale:- Hammy's got some great 
bands on his Peaceville label, 
Doom and Deviated Instinct to 
name a couple.He prices his 
Lp's far lower than they could 
be,most labels sell their 
records for £5-6 but most of 
his are £4-5.If he's gonna lose 
money and go out of business, 
he'd be stupid not to put his 
records up.A dead label's no 
good to small bands who might 
not get a record out otherwise. 
People always seem to moan.I 
think it's stupid to buy 
records for around £10 when 
it's out at the normal price a 
month later. 


I KNOW YOU,LIKE MOST BANDS, 
OFTEN LOSE MONEY WHEN YOU PLAY 
GIGS.DO YOU THINK THAT THE 
PRICE ON THE DOOR SHOULD GO UP 


SO THAT ALL THE BANDS CAN AT LEAST 
GET THEIR EXPENSES AND ORGANISERS 
CAN ALSO GET BETTER P.A.'S INSTEAD 
OF GETTING A SHIT SOUND,WHICH OFTEN 
RUINS GIGS ? 


All:- We agree that a lot of 
smaller gigs are ruined by crap 
sounds,and we suppose if the price 
went up by about 50p the promoter 
could get a better P.A. Although 
there's no need for the excessive 
prices you get at some of the bigger 
gigs,the sound is usually better,but 
it’s the promoter who makes the 
profit,not the bands.The only place 
where we've made any money is in 
London,and the odd other gig.Usually 
we make our money to cover our 
costs,which we don't mind,but when 
the promoter fills his pockets 
before the bands,that's a piss off. 


WHAT HAS BEEN YOUR BEST GIG SO 
FAR ? IS THERE ANYWHERE YOU'D REALLY 
LOVE TO PLAY ? 


Baz:- The gig at the Clarendon with 
the Stupids was our best gig,not for 
the sound,but for the responsive 
crowd.They were brill,they got into 
us right from the first chord,loads 
of stage diving and a good 
atmosphere.We also enjoyed our last 
gig at the Fulham Greyhound,as it 
was probably the best sound we have 
had. 


Whale:- All the gigs we've done 
were great except a few due to 
people who think they are promoters, 
but who couldn't do it,if their 
lives depended on it.The Clarendon 
and Greyhound gigs were ace,good 
crowds and sound (not the 
Clarendon). 


The places we'd like to go to are:- 


Baz:- Italy; 

Karl:- U.S.A. or Guernsey; 
Gav:- U.S.A.3 

Jo:- Anywhere in Europe; 
Whale:- Ireland,Europe,U.S.A. 


DOES JO,BEING THE ONLY FEMALE IN A 
METALISH BAND,EVER GET HASSLE FROM 
BLOKES AT GIGS ? 


Jo:- I do not get any hassle,I'm usually with the band and not many 
dickheads who'd hassle me go to gigs. 


Others:- She's too ugly for blokes to fancy her ! She scares them away, 
usually.He!,He! 


WHAT GROUPS HAVE INFLUENCED YOU MOST ? YOU HAVE A VERY DIFFERENT SOUND 
TO MOST GROUPS.ARE THERE ANY PLANS TO EXPERIMENT WITH OTHER SOUNDS,OR DO 
YOU JUST WANT TO BE THE HEAVIEST GROUP EVER ? 


All:- An extreme mixture of all the previous Thrash bands and influence 
(even though we try not to copy or nick their tunes) from some 
underground Metal bands,such as Massacre,Death,etc. 

We don't want to.be the Heaviest Band,but being labelled heavy is a 
compliment.We will experiment with ideas and tempo,that progression, but 
basically,we'll keep on the same lines,it's the sort of music we like. 
It's a good combination. 


THERE SEEMS TO BE AN ENDLESS SUPPLY OF NOISE/THRASH GROUPS COMING OUT 
OF BIRMINGHAM.WHY DO YOU THINK THAT AREA PRODUCES SO MANY OF THAT TYPE 
OF BAND ? IS IT SOMETHING THEY PUT IN THE WATER ? 


Karl:- I don't know why that is.The only reason I can think of is that 
everyone is closely linked or good mates - no,it's nothing to do with 
the 30 gallons of water we drink all day. 


ARE THERE ANY UP-AND-COMING BANDS IN THE AREA THAT MOST OF US WON'T 
HAVE HEARD OF ? 


Karl:- Yes,there are quite a few.Some of them are Cerebral Fix, 
Reprisal,Colostomy,and Genital Deformities - all good bands. 


Whale:- There are loads of bands in Brum.It's a big place,and 
everyone's into Thrash,Metal and Hardcore,so that's why people play that 
sort of music.If you listen to records and you like it,you think "I 
could do that as well" so why not form a band ? The bands up-and-coming 
are Genital Deformities and Prolapse,amongst others. 


DOES ALL THIS BAND ACTIVITY MEAN THAT THERE IS A REALLY STRONG, HEALTHY 
SCENE IN BIRMINGHAM 2? 


Whale:- At the moment there isn't much 
happening in Brum since the Mermaid closed, 
the gigs have slowed down a bit.There's only 
a couple of venues. 


Karl:- Most people are in bands,so they are often 
gigging,so we don't see them much (ha,ha).No,but 
seriously,there aren't many places that cater for the 
scene in Bimingham,but the places that do are packed.Gigs 
are packed in Birmingham now that the new bands are 
getting better known. 


YOU'VE STARTED TO GET A FAIR BIT OF STAGE DIVING AT YOUR 
GIGS.DO YOU THINK THIS IS GOOD OR BAD ? WHAT DO YOU THINK 
OF THE IDEA THAT STAGE DIVERS ARE JUST MACHO MORONS 
SHOWING OFF TO THE PEOPLE WHO ARE JUST TRYING TO ENJOY 
THE BAND (AS WELL AS TRYING TO TAKE PHOTOS),BUT END UP 
GETTING KICKED IN THE HEAD ? 


Karl:- I think stage diving is okay,but I don't like 
getting landed on when I'm at gigs. 


Baz:- I like to see people having a good time,so if they 
want to stage dive,okay;but violent stage diving, like 
feet first and deliberately setting out to flatten 
someone,is not on. 


Whale:- If people want to dive at gigs,that's okay,but 
they should think a bit before they kick someone in the 
head.Everyone's there to have a good time,and no one 
wants a sore head (unless it's from the extreme noise 
bands create).Dickhead macho types should jump off their 
beds into a brick on the carpet ‘cause there's no place 
for them at gigs. 


ANYTHING ELSE TO ADD ? 


All:- We're going on a 10 day tour of England,Wales and 
Scotland in November,and at the start of December we're 
going over to Ireland with Carcass,which will be bloody 
great. : eee 

If anyone can offer’ us any gigs or interviews,we'd be 
very grateful.Cheers for this interview and the track on 
the 7" Ep. 

Hello to everyone who writes,keep it up.And remember,come 
and see us! 


Well that's it,a very big thank you to Bolt Thrower for 
everything and best of luck for the future,though I don't 
think they'll need it ! 

If you want to contact them write to:- Whale,28 Longdale 
House,45 Bickington Rd,Bartley Green, Birmingham,B32 3HA 
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In South Africa,all white men,after leaving education,are 
liable for National Service. 


In November 1985,I experienced my first active duties as a 
member of the 1st Special Services Battalion inside South 
African borders.Kept completely in the dark,we knew neither. 
where we were going or what we were doing.The first township 
patrols took place in Sebokeng,this being the start of the 
military aids to the police.Our job was to form the cordon 
around designated areas while the police force went from house 
to house,smashing down doors and totally disrupting contents 
of houses, dragging occupants out onto the streets,while they 
searched for ‘weapons',ANC suspects and ANC literature. 

This raid took place at dawn and we stood this cordon for two 
days,only letting people pass who had their small fingers 
marked by police check points.This first raid was 
unsuccessful,with only a handful of people arrested and no 
‘weapons’ found.Within an hour we had moved out on route to 
Sharpeville. 


Sharpeville,having a history of police attacks,was 
undoubtably more hostile towards us.Once again we formed a 
cordon,and stones were hailed upon us from concealed 
properties.Once again nothing much was found,and we returned 
back to our base on the outskirts of' Soweto where we camped 
for a month and a half, carrying out daily patrols around 
petrol depots,white neighbourhoods and government industries. 
Within two weeks of returning back to base camps in 
Bloemfontien,we were then sent to Namibia. 

The all-white South African army is not quite so all-white. 
For me,being a young 18 year-old South African,I had no choice 
of National Service,but down on the Cape Province there is 
what is called the Cape Coloured Corp (C.C.C.).This is a 
totally voluntary service for coloured people only.The corp is 
thousands strong,full of men from the age of 18 upwards.They 
are keen and willing,after all,they joined out of choice, but 
as I discovered later,most were only looking for a better 
future when their voluntary service was over.I,being forced to 
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Above:- Steel parade inside the camp in Namibia. 
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do this service,couldn't understand why people would volunteer = 
for such duties.My questions were answered after a night of 
standing radio guard in Namibia.The infantry guard, 
who was patrolling the perimeter of our small 10 metre tank 
formation,was from the Cape Coloured Corps.My question to him 
was simply,"Why ?" His reply was also simple."A National i 
Service record for a coloured man in a job application is the : 
deciding factor of whether he gets the job or not." This } 
propaganda is preached to them in the initial introduction to 
army life. 


I had at this stage been in the South African Defence Force = 
for 14 months.Basics and specialized training were something of q 


the past,I was now 3 months into my active service,putting into ( 
practice most of what I had learned.What I had been taught had ( 
so far proved to be invaluable,at least it seemed like that.But 
what I had learnt seemed meaningless until it was actually done 

for real.Looking back,the most frightening aspect at that time 
was believing everything that you, were briefed on about the 
area and situation you were in.The main question I would ask 
myself and other personnel was,"Who were we actually fighting 
for 2?" Was it the Afrikaana country,the Namibia people,the 
safety of the women and children or,to sum it up,the whole of 
S.A. and Namibia ? We knew we were fighting against the SWAPO,I 4 
knew it stood for South West African Peoples Organisation.The 
reason why we were fighting against them also seemed simple.We 
were told that SWAPO were really Russian.The Russians were 
training people of SWAPO in order to gain control over Namibia 
and in turn take over South Africa, 

one of the most wealthy lands around.I believed it,and so did 
the majority of white South Africans.A point that we were 
continually briefed about on SWAPO was that SWAPO had all 
knowledge about the Russians,were for communism and would be 
part of the take over and ruling of Namibia and S.A.,but under = 
Russian law. 
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water pans (large,shallow expanses of water which form on the ~wJ 
dry,crusty earth,and stretch for miles) and long grass.In a 
winter the pans dry up and the grass dies,leaving very little 
ground cover.It's very flat,and we'd drive hundreds of miles, re 
only seeing,now and then,small communities,or families of grass ; 
and stick villages.On the outskirts of larger towns like 
Grootfontein,and the capital,Windhoek,there are shanty towns 

y for the blacks who once more work in the built-up white towns. 

J\) The reason why we were fighting on the border seemed very \ 
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\ Namibia is semi-desert.In the summer there are many scattered 
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H justifiable-we were keeping the Russians away from our own 
} borders! Why would South Africa want a virtually undeveloped 
country,except for it's border.It's mineral wealth isn't as 
*high as S.A's.There was never any suggestion about the Namibia 
people wanting their own country back,with it's own laws and Ca 
- government! 


I had arrived in Namibia in the aftermath of ‘Operation 
Askan'.The basic aim of operation Askan was to show and prove ! 
the strength of the S.A. forces in Namibia.It entailed going tT 
into Angola and destroying as many known SWAPO bases and 
quarters as possible.Thousands of troops were moved in by land 
and air.To the Namibian inhabitants,namely the everyday person 
who wasn't part of any organisation like SWAPO or on the other 
hand 101 Battalion,it was a powerful show of strength. 
One-Zero-one Battalion,as said,is the mainly-black Namibian 
army,totally supplied and funded by South Africa.A useful army 
to have control over by the South Africans,as South African 
forces are not supposed to go into Angola.1i01 Battalion did, 
and still does do,many small raids and information seeking in 
Angola.101 Battalion is also being eqiipped with the Russian 
make AK47 rifle,which enabled them to actually wander about 
SWAPO bases for short periods . 
without being detected.One of \ 
SWAPO's downfalls is that i |=), 
captured SWAPO soldiers are VT | 
brain washed,and end up working ai 
and fighting for 101 Battalion. = 
They're a very wild and — 
seemingly blood thirsty group, 
and of course brilliant at 
there job.So would anyone who 
was told to 


C3 

e- 

— 
— 


YooR CRAWS, yYooR Bares, Your wives 
Yeu V8 TG ned vo —- THEY wur come 
FREE In OVR PAADS. 
Ov@ HANES THAT Foam Fists — 

Ova PUNDS -—HAT PLAN LPAISING 
OCv@ HERRTS TwaT cay UBeary ! 

You CAdnet BWD VS Fetever wite 
BaiBeay, Teusey anp Lies — 
Youd Twers oF SPPRESSION War BE 
Tan Eo vow You - 

Youd CHAS PLrnind Dowd Yeut Warns 
YouR BRAS CRVUSKWS YouR SKULLS, 
Your witd @ound Yeva THQoants ..--- 
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neighbourhood.They're also paid per head,per ammunition find, _ 
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\ fight and patrol and look for an enemy in their own 
; per ring leader,per informer,etc.Even the civilian inhabitants 
le would be paid large sums of money for information which would 
Be effectively lead to captures or finds. 
On many occasions while on nightly patrols,we would throw 
thousands of leaflets on to roads and footpaths in villages. 
The leaflets contained pricelists of what would be paid for 
information on SWAPO members,ammunition finds,etc.Also, 
ih services like medical help,water supplies and even protection 
are offered. 


} In my 8 months in Namibia,my actual contact with SWAPO was 
» minimal,but their presence was continually made known,in the 
oo sabotage so often carried out.At least three attacks per week. 
«As The areas attacked were usually about 1-3 miles from our camp. 
* The attacks concentrated mainly on roads,electricity pylons and 


telephone poles.The SADF forces are closely watched by SWAPO, 
and at the slightest show of weakness,they'd take advantage. 
They could always see us,though the SADF can't say the same 
about SWAPO.In my experience,the only night in my 8 month stay 
that no tank patrols went out,we were mortared from only 800m 
away.This incident made me and a few others realise that SWAPO 
never sleeps and never will as long as the struggle carries on. 


With only 3 months of National Service left,after returning 
fron Namibia,we were once again sent into the townships.By this 
time my thoughts were only of the passing of time and getting 
out as far away as possible from this whole brutal force that 
was controlling a black population far larger than the white,in 
a totally unjust way. 

I was brought up in the suberb of Johannesburg and had never 
been subjected to any sort of harrassment,hardship or even fear 
that was being dealt out by army,police and even civilians. 

I lived a mere ten minutes drive from the Alexandra township, 
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but had never been into it.When I did,I could not believe the y 


total contrast,of peace on my white side,and utter,savage chaos 
on the black side created only by Botha and ‘his boys'.I was 
ignorant of the fact that this situation had been going on for @ 
generations.I began feeling deeply shameful about these ql 
barbaric deeds created by a totally. barbaric government. Me 


I regret ever being part of the SADF.The only good thing ‘ 
achieved was that it showed me the injustice of the aparthied } 
system. 


Since leaving S.A. in 1986,I've been able to learn and talk 
about the unjust system freely.To me,this has remoulded 
completely my outlook,and has made me more adamant to try and <> 
communicate the truth of the system to family and friends still jae 
inside South Africa.A large majority of the white South African 
population do not have the opportunity to realise what's 
happening inside their own country. 


I was guilty through ignorance.......this is undoubtedly the 
greatest sin against the cause! 
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"We must learn to live together as brothers 
or perish together as fools" 
:- Martin Luther. King 


DONT SUPPORT APARTHEID! (\ 


This was written by a former member of the SADF.Because his 
= relatives still live in South Africa I have been asked not to 3 
} 
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, reveal his identity but if anyone wants to write to him they 
can correspond through me. 
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A MESSAGE TO ANYONE WHO TAKES DRUGS. 


I could start this article off by saying - DRUGS ARE SHIT, 
PEOPLE WHO TAKE DRUGS ARE SHITHEADS AND CAN'T HAVE MUCH RESPECT 
FOR THEIR BODY/MIND........but how many of you drug takers out 
there would carry on reading this ? - none !?! 

Why ? Are you scared of the truth 2?2727722227222272727227222? 

Let's start at the beginning - Why do people take drugs ? To 
escape from reality,to relax,because we live in such a fucked up 
world.....What a load of fuckin’ shite!! 

You cannot escape from reality or this fucked up world by 
getting out of your fuckin' head,'cause when you come down/come 
back to reality,if you ever do,the fucked up world is still 
there/here - So what has your blow session,trip or speed changed 
2??? NOTHING. 


Think about it for once,if you're straight enough,or if you've 
got a brain left to think with - Why the fuck do you take drugs 
2??? Can you honestly say you enjoy taking drugs without thinking 
of your next fix,trip or joint ???? Can you honestly say you 
enjoy coming down after a trip or fix,doesn't the world seem 
worse ??? And what about blow,can you honestly say that you 
enjoy the sessions of getting so out of your mind you can't even 
move,never mind think and,everything seems WOW !! Is everything 
so wow in the morning ?? Is this what your life is worth 7??? 
FUCKIN' NOTHING !!! 

And how many times have you had a bad trip,but still took 
mussies or acid again.How many times have you had a really bad 
come down or cold turkey,but still carried on snorting or fixing 
speed,coke,etc. ? 


How many times have you spewed up after having too much blow 
and felt so fucked up in the morning that all you've wanted to 
do is stop in bed or have another joint.How many times has all 
this happened,but all you've done is take the stupid drug once 
again ? 

Just take a look at your life - does it really mean that little 
to you ? Drugs are shit,when will you learn and grow up ? - just 
think about it for once in your fucked up life.Don't slag me 
off,I'm not straight edged.I nearly ended up with a needle in my 
marm ‘cause I wanted to be the same (and bigger) as everyone 
else,stupid I know,I realised before it was too late.How many of 
you out there also take drugs to be the same as your friends and 
don't want to be called straight edged,scarred,etc. ? It ain't 
fucking worth it.Don't fuck your life up ‘cause everyone else 
is.Don’'t fuck your mind ‘cause everyone else is. 

People who take drugs are worth fuck all to themselves and to 
anyone else,and they will never realise this as they are too 
busy getting out of their heads all the time and only care for 
themselves and their drugs. : 


Written by Vic,67 Wilson street,Wombwell,Barnsley, 
South Yorkshire,S73 8LXx 


DRUGS AND AIDS. 


Drugs are the Deprevation of the Eighties. 


The title explains itself.Although drugs have been pushed for 
some 20 years or so, the drugs scene has only just become a 
major problem since 1980. 

Drugs are in the news nearly everyday,whether it be about 
smuggling/pushers,etc or the aids scene,which is now a 
predominantly drugs problem by injecting it into yourself with 
an infected needle.In the first place,you shouldn't be using 
fucking drugs,they're bloody shit.Why take them ? If you want 
happiness and excitement,then join a keep fit club,etc... 

Ask yourself why you take drugs (as this is aimed at you 
blockheads out there).You'll probably answer by saying,"It 's a 
good feeling." It probably may well be,but after a short time 
you just take it and there'll be no feeling at all.Your body 
will start to rot inside and out.Have you ever tried getting off 
hard drugs ? If you have,then you'll know how hard it is.Without 
the drug,you wet yourself,you vomit and you have withdrawal 
symptoms.It's not very nice at all,and to think it all started 
with just taking it for the fun of tripping. 

Now,when you go to gigs,there's the odd prick who is selling 
friggin’ mushrooms,and when you confront a mushroom freak and 
ask him why he takes them,he'll probably say,"They're only 
natural." So fuck,so are king cobras,scorpions,poisonous fruit 
and food. : 

So why be. a plonker ? Wise up,;don't be a dope and don't die of 
ignorance. ~ 


by IGY (No Restrictions zine) 
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Handicapped by Prejudice 


When someone says,"Mentally 
handicapped" to you,what do you 
think ? - Retard,spastic,mad, 
nutter,cripple,mongol or childlike ? 
If you do then you're suffering from 
some of the misconceptions many 
people have.Mentally handicapped are 
one of the most prejudiced against 
groups in society. 

The truth is,people with a mental 
handicap are just normal people like 
you or me that were born with some 
genetic problem that has meant that, 
as they have grown older,their 
learning has been delayed.There is a 
big variation in how severe this is; 
some are more affected than others 
and may have the mental age of a 
baby,others may be able to live 
normally in their own house,with a 
job,wife and friends of their own. 

In the past,a lot of people with 
M.H. have been forced to live in 
hospitals,which is totally 
unsuitable because in that situation 
they are seen as 'patients' and are 
treated like they couldn't do 
anything for themselves.What they 
need,though,is to live in normal 
houses in the community and be given 
encouragement and training to do as 
much for themselves as possible.This 
is very difficult to achieve,and for 
the mentally handicapped person to 
get any self-respect if predujiced 
people in their neighbourhood insult 
them whenever they go out,so think 
next time you are about to call 
someone a spazmo,mong,etc. 

Before I finish,I'd like to clear 
up another misconception:there is no 
such thing as a mongol.People who 
have been called this have a genetic 
fault - a condition called Downs 
Syndrome.Part of the characteristics 
is a tendency to all look quite 
similar in facial features.'Mongol' 
is just a derogatory name tag that 
has stuck. 

Anyway that's it,if anyone wants to 
write to me in reply they're welcome 
to. 


by Neil Kirby:- 
Rm.13 Mary house,Queen Alexandra 
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STEVE ALBINI 
ORIGINAL MILKYBAR BOY ? 


Shocking revelations came to light today that Steve ‘ex post punk 
holocaust obnoxious chappie' albint of the bands ‘Big Ben’ and the 
controversial 'Rapeme' may in fact not live up to his nasty ‘Punk’ 
image at all.In fact evidence shows he probably was all round nice 
guy “The Milky Bar Kid” in his youth. 5 

The stunning FACTS which point to this are as follows:- 


2 
3 


He probably likes chocolate. 
He's never denied it. 


2 He still wears the same glasses. 


reTew ALS = y cD? Another stunning revelation from the No.1 ‘SNUB',but who cares 7? 
paESBGAPNE SPARED By Dremry Zi TICE - The tits are inside ! 


LOOKING 


BEYOND 


NIFORMITY 


When I'm at a gig and I look around at 
the people there,I sometimes think to 
myself how nice it would be if everyone 
looked and acted like individuals. 
Instead I find that I am surrounded by 
people dressed in various uniforms, 
grouped and divided by different 
fashions. 

Admittedly this is something that exists 
throughout the entire human race,yet of 
the people I see at gigs,etc.,I would 
have expected a greater number to have 
realised the stupidity of it all by now. 
I'm talking about the ones who supposedly 
share the same sort of views as me.People 
who I assume reject normality and despise 
the routine systems we live in,people who 
seem to oppose this crazy pattern of life 
that we are conditioned to accept,people 
who stand against conformity,yet 
apparently it seems,not uniformity. 

With the present way in which people are 
brainwashed I'd expect to see some of 
them complying to the rules of certain 
trends,etc.,but of certain others I've 
come to expect more.I'm sure if they 
really thought about it they'd understand 
what I'm trying to say.I mean,when I look 
around it seems almost comical,the 
different fashions,etc.People trying to 
look American with their baseball hats 
and skateboards,people trying to look 
anarchic with their dirty black clothes, 
ripped and patched,all in accordance to 
the rules of the fashion,and all the 


other different uniforms,too many to 
bother mentioning,but each one easily 
separated by the eye.This all goes 
towards creating sterotypes and divisions 
which in turn helps to create barriers, 
surely this is something that we should 
try to avoid. 

Having said all that,I'm the first to 
admit that I was once the model of what I 
am criticising now,although I never saw 
it that way at the time.I think deep down 
I knew that I was just conforming to 
fashion but I didn’t want to admit this 
to myself.I liked what I was wearing and 
I felt it was a way of expressing my 
disrespect for normality,an alternative 
to accepted dress.Then I came to realise 
that in no way is it alternative or 
anarchic for groups of people to 
deliberately dress the same way.In fact 
it's very normal,and in my opinion, just 
another example of human stupidity.1 
mean,why should people feel the need to 
be part of a distinct group? We can all 
stand together,and be individuals at the 
same time.Why should people feel the need 
to belong to a fashion,surely we all have 
the abilty to think for ourselves and let 
our own brains decide what is right for 
us.Following each other like sheep isn't 
unity,it's indolence of the mind.I think 
it's important that we suss out our own 
heads and think individually,then perhaps 
we'll have something much stronger to 
unite, 

I don't really know whether or not I've 
successfully put into words what I feel 
about uniformity,I hope someone out there 
can see something into it.You may think 
that what people wear is very trivial and 
that being an individual on the inside is 
all that's important,but surely 
uniformity on the outside does nothing to 
encourage this.All I ask is that you give 
it some thought.I'm not saying that 
everyone should go out and buy new,normal 
and accepted clothes, neither am I 
criticising people for dressing up.I'm 
just saying dress up the way you want 
to,rather than complying to a fashion 
that has been set down for you to follow. 

Some smart arse is bound to say,"Well if 
people started to make a concious effort 
to dress like individuals,then that in 
itself would become a fashion". All I can 
say to that is,if it did become a 
fashion,then it would be the ultimate 
fashion. 

A fashion where there is no fashion other 
than people looking and acting like 
individuals. 

And ££ everyGne did Wb -?0c6..ternwunlowes 
I'd say it would be a step in the right 
direction. 


By Sim (Revulsion) 
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Disorder/Data Morgana - Har 
Club, New Cross, London Th IG7 38 

For the size of the hall that 
this gig was held in,it must of 
had one of the worst turnouts 
ever.I think this was probably 
_due to Culture Shock playing at 

“the Sir George Robey on the same 
night. 

Data Morgana reminded me a lot 
of Kafka Process which can only 
be a good thing.They didn't get 
much response which was a shame. 

After a short break three clean 
looking young men took to the 
stage,not another support group 

_we thought.No! it was the new 
look Disorder but thats as far 
as it went ‘cos they were soon 
churning out loads of my old 
favourites. 'Rampton song’, 
"Driller killer’ they were all 
there.There was a bit of trouble 
up the front when somebody lost 
one of there front teeth,but it 
all calmed down after a while. 

It's a shame that Disorder 
attract loads of pissheads to 
there gigs who can't remember 
them in the morning and just 
stagger around asking for 
drinks,'cos they have got a 
message and a great way of 
backing it up. 


By Pus 


Oh, my God! It’s the 
boring live and loud pages! 


Negazione/Visions Of Change - 
Sir George Robey,Finsbury Park 
London TATEL! 

Having never driven to the Sir 
George Robey before,it took me 
ages to find it,so again I 
missed the first band,Killdozer, 
who I was looking forward to 
seeing.Never mind,the other two 
soon made me forget about it. 

The turn out was not bad,at 


‘last people are coming to see 


European bands instead of just 
U.S. ones. 

Negazione came on second for 
some reason and launched 
themselves into a track from 
their first Lp,'Lo Spirito 
Continua'.They were much tighter 
than when I saw them last year 
and they played most of the 
first two Ep's and the first 
Lp,including such favourites as 
"La Vittoria Della Sconfitta', 
"Niente’,*Noi!' and the 
brilliant 'Lo Spirita Continua’. 
They also played a few from the 
new Lp, Little Dreamer',which 
shows they've developed a more 
polished sound with a larger 
metal feel to it. 

They must now rate as one of 
the best. thrash bands ever who 
no one should miss out on. 

Sadly,they finally departed, 
though the ecstasy was far from 
over,as Visions Of Change,who 
are one of Britain's best groups 
took the stage. 

The thing I like best about 
V.0.C. is the way they are never 
afraid to try something 
different,they play music for 
themselves first and their 
audience second.Originally they 
were called The Depraved and had 
built up a good following,but 
about a year ago they decided 
they'd become stale,so they 
changed their name and wrote 
almost a completely new set, 
which,although had the basis of 
the old Depraved sound,showed a 
lot of progress. 


Anyway,back to the gig.V.0.C. 
played a good mixture of older 
stuff and tracks from the new 
Lp,probably the best of which 
featured an electric piano which 
gave the songs a ‘sixties feel 
to them mixed with their usual 
tuneful,original hardcore sound. 
They finished with a brilliantly 
done cover of American band, 
Dagnasty's 'Values Here’ from 
their first Lp,'Can I Say'. 

Bob says:- "An excellent 
night's entertainment, folks, from 
two thoroughly recommended acts 
who deserve your support, 
Starmakers." 


Mega City Four/Victims Of The 
Pestilence/The Trudy-The Jolly 
Boatman, Hampton Court 13/5/88 


Well,we got there late,as 
usual,to find that Mega City 
Four had just started their set. 
Being at the bottom of the 
running order nobody took much 
notice of them,which was a 
shame,they put so much energy 
into everything they do I can't 
understand why everyone ignores 
them.This was the second time 
I'd seen them,and due to a shit 
P.A. they weren't quite as 
impressive as the last time,but 
nevertheless were brilliant.They 
ran through about twelve songs, 
most of which are better than 
the single,especially 
"Shattered',a moving ditty about 
a fan's illusions of an early 
pop hero being destroyed when he 
meets the star down Oxford 
Street.Anyway,if M.C.4 come 
anywhere near you (which is 
pretty likely as they seem to be 
playing everywhere at the 
moment ),make sure you see them 
and cheer yourself up. 

Once M.C.4 had finished their 
shortish set,without being 
allowed an encore,I made my way 
to the bar for a nice glass of 
orange juice (non of that 
disorientating alcohol for me, 
peeps). 

I started to notice a fair 
number of Victims Of The 
Pestilence T-shirts passing 
me,and then a group of blokes in 
scruffy leather jackets putting 
up a backdrop covered in doves 
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Above:- Mega City Four 
Below:- The Trudy 


and peace signs. 

I made my way back to the stage, 
wanting to know more of this 
band who had previously escaped 
my attention. 

But my high hopes were let down 
with a nasty bump as the group 
came on,with a singer in a 
bandana,mirror shades and a kilt 
and a bassist with the daftest 
hat I've ever seen.They then 
proceeded to play the worst goth 
rock I've ever heard,with 
cliched and sometimes extremely 
sexist lyrics and the singer 
strutting about on stage, 
thrusting his hips and with a 
macho ego bigger than that 
bastard from Whitesnake, David 
Coverdale's. 

Amazingly there were about 
twenty people (which is a fair 
amount for the Boatman) dancing 
to the shit and not until the 
last three numbers did I 
understand why. 

He dedicated songs to "The 
infultration of Christianity 
into rock music" and to their 
followers,the ‘Rainbow 
Children',obviously a group of 
religious fanatics,and he 
finally claimed that "Jesus 
loves me",but I doubt that even 
Jesus would love someone who 
acted like that. 

Finally,we come to The Trudy, 
probably the most self-promoted 
band ever.Their stall at the 
back of the Boatman was full of 
T-shirts,records,badges and 
hundreds of tapes,yet how many 
people have heard of them? Not 
many I bet,which is a shame 
because not only are they 
original but they put a hell of 
a lot into their performances. 

The music is based mainly 
around ‘sixties programmes like 
"Captain Scarlet’, 'Fireball 
XL5',etc. and the ‘sixties West 
Coast sound,similar to the 
B-52's. 

The first and only time I'd 
previously seen The Trudy was 
about two years ago,and although 
I liked them at the time, I'd 
gone off them and I wasn't that | 
bothered about seeing them 
again. 

As soon as they started I | 
remembered why I'd liked them 
before.They have such a bouncy 
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sound that I'm sure it could 
even cheer up a Smiths fan. 
Although they played most of ( 
the numbers that I heard all 
that time ago,they have 
progressed a lot since then and 
seem to have kept the same line ) 
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up.They played everything 
perfectly and their newer tracks 
show enough potential to 
challenge most of the Division 
One indie pop groups. 

I am looking forward to seeing 
them again and I hope they soon 
get the recognition they 
deserve. 

It seems like the crew at The 
Jolly Boatman are getting their 
act together,except for the 
occasional slip-up,i.e. V.0O.T.P. 

Long live Mega City Four and 
The Trudy. 


Sabbat-The Mardi Gras,Nottingham ; 


Warning:Sabbat can seriously 
damage your health-and that's a 
fact! 

With so many heavy rock head 
bangers crammed in tonight,it 
seemed like they were trying to 
knock their brains out. 

One chap in front of me was 
proudly wearing his Sabbat 
T-shirt;all that he was missing 
was a guitar.To and Fro,he 
imitated their every sound;at 
least he got his money's worth. 

Sabbat are no doubt hotly 
controversial,giving a new 
meaning to the phrase ‘Bible 
Bashing',as well as their 
lyrical content,which many will 
regard as in bad taste.You can 
either love them or loathe them; 
there's no in between. 

One thing is for certain,and 
that's Sabbat (now a five-piece, 
with an extra guitarist) have a 
ton of energy which they unleash 
on stage;that was evident this 
evening. 

Their vocalist,who could easily 
fit into a matchbox,comes across 
as a mild sort of chap.On stage, 
his voice is very eerie and 
mystical.Sabbat are like . 
watching Shakespeare on cocainé, 
with their theatrical stage 
presence,plus two of the band 
swishing and swaying their locks; 
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all over the place. 


Nottingham is a very apathetic 
city.Most of the support came 
from further north,like Leeds 
and Liverpool.It won't be long 


before the Sab's become only the ‘/ 


third group from this city to 
chart.Do you know the others? 
Answers on a postcard. 


by Kyp 


Fields Of The Nephilim-Town and 
Country Club,Kentish Town 
London 1975788 


Late again,so we missed the 
support group,which was a shame, 
as I'd have liked to have heard 
what Dawn After Dark were like, 
even though they received a 
s lagging in a previous week's 
"Sounds 

After standing around for half 
an hour,at last The Nephilim 
came on at about 9.40pm and went 
straight into 'Dawnrazor'.They 
then went through just about 
everything they ve ever done.At 
the time this gig disappointed 
me,but now I wish I'd got into 
it more. 

There was nothing particularly 
wrong with the Fields,it was 
the crowd that put me off.Most 
people had very hostile 
attitudes,especially a 
couple of morons who 
stood there in Macho 
pose with their little 
group of friends,and 
anyone who encroached on 
their territory,even by 
accident,were flung back 
to where they'd come 
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Apart from the bad attitude 
created by the audience, the 
music was great.Unfortunately 
the guitars sort of got mixed 
together and so some of the 
songs took a few seconds to 
identify. 

Carl,though,was on top form,his 
voice,with the grind of Napalm 
Death and the beauty of Wayne 
Hussey's was at times so 
powerful that it's intenseness 
made me high.As for his stage 
performance,it was totally 
amazing.The way he looked out 
into space,I'm positive he's not 
from this time/planet,he's 
possessed by something,who 
know's what,but he's definetly 
possessed. 

Half way through the set they 
played the latest single, 
Moonchild',which I hadn't heard 

at the time due to the release 
date being put back a week.For 
some reason I thought it was 
going to be a ‘wimp out',maybe 
because I didn't think they 
could keep up the high standard 
of their previous releases.I 
don't know what I was worried 
about,it carried on in true Neph 
style with a fairish speed,and 
is one of their best releases 
yet.they played for about an 
hour and then did two encores. 
| Overall,a very strong 
performance,though for some 
reason the bassist looked out of 
place,too clean,he looked more 
like a member of The Mission, 
maybe they ran out of flour 
after the rest of the tour. 
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“that they were a group of odd <0? 


* bods.Firstly,their drummer was 
-t reminiscient of Pot Noodle, usual ‘Station Club' band-but 
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y just come from a wedding gig. 3 Oh 
BE Salvation's sound engineer also ue. bit futile. ; 2 
‘operates with Ghost Dance,hence ~- Nomeansno,whilst welcoming é 
Mm the abundence of Ghost Dance hs few new faces to the Station 
@ T-shirts all over the place. , 2 Club, had to suffer the usual 
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Mr heroes,that's what support is 


power,I can't wait for their ee all about. 


next offering! sh It's a shame there can't be more %. 


like him. 


“4 salvation - Mardi Ht by Kyp 


Gras, Nottingham, 20/5/88 


-* Shrug were certainly not the 


taking a few minutes to come to ..- that doesn't mean to say they 


Two of the guitarists have the ‘ .early ‘eighties Peel-type band 
same hairdresser with their » fashion (i.e. out-of-tune 
matching locks,one of them being \ sounding version of TV 
of of foreign descendence.This ~. Personalities) with the singer 


‘was prominent as prior to them’ ,:, ranting on about fuck all.Not 


“ Seeing Salvation for the first Nomeansno/Dan/Shrug - Riverside . 
“time,my impression of them was « s Newcastle, 22/5/88 


"the boil. _..were good! They plodded along in - 


taking the stage,indian music a even three (yes,three!) drummers ¢® 


e ° ~~ i] 
sounded their arrival. -could save ‘em...next. 


While the vocalist wore a loud ~:. Dan performed a few newies,most , 


}tie and mad,blazing red hair,all >of which sounded very 


were neatly dressed above the i “impressive,and as most of you 


waist.They looked as if they had ‘s¢will have heard ‘em by now,I 
wi think another description is a 


Musically,they were nothing posers staying at home because 


mm special.This has been done “~#3they weren't the usual heavy 
f before,and others will do it in metal heroes but nevertheless 


the future.Nevertheless, they still gave their all,with the 

were still an enjoyable group drummer parking his kit at the 

and gave it what they had.Given side of the stage so we could 
their dues,they put everyone in see him going wild,as well as 

a dancing mood.From the front of the manic guitarist. 

the stage to the back of the That, however,is where the 

Mardi Gras it was packed with praises must stop as this lot 

bodies bopping and bouncing. were bloody awful musically.Big 
Some even went a step further Black weren't exactly the most 


a by getting on their friend's MM@amusical of bands to start with 


shoulders, bucking bronco style. .,4but when you get a band 
In time with the songs,one Ge blatantly copying their music 


“ person was punching the air with ..but without a fraction of the 


‘I more like Barry McGuigan. ,  problems.I only stayed for a few > 


the beat of the drummer,and was ~-tunes,then you've got real 


"Diamond Child’ had sing-a-long “! songs and on the evidence of 
lyrics and twangy guitars.My t) their Day Everything Became 
favourite was ‘Sunshine si Nothing’ 12" I made a very wise 


Superman',which is the band's ‘ decision. 


- latest single. 


m, were the support.They didn't 
y.seem to fit into the situation, 


No Man's Land from Doncaster by Trev (H.A.G.L. zine) 


‘la 


P as it was the wrong style Hard-ons/Hellbastard-Riverside 
7 band to be playing at the Newcastle, 24/5/88 
mm venue as Salvation.At the 


this gig I caught up with Well,it was good in a way to 
fan who had travelled all see so many new faces tonight. 
way from Blackpool to see hi Hellbastard seemed to come on 


Po 
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very late for a support band,and 
played a more varied set than 
usual,which they must receive 
praise for,as most thrash/grunge 
metal bands would've been 
content to stick with the usual 
formula.Having said that,I still 
didn't like anything they did. 
The Hard-ons are probably 
closest to the Stupids more than 
owt else musically,and I found 
this to be the case,format-wise, 
as the drummer also sang.Maybe 
it was this to blame for the 
singing being inaudible, but 
whatever the reason,this spoilt 
the gig for me,as now a lot of 


songs all sounded the same. 
People would argue that the 
thrash metal scene is getting 
across our ideas to metallers, 
but with a hamburger van doing 
roaring trade outside,I believe 
it's the other way round.A sad 
ending to a disappointing night. 


by Trev (H.A.G.L. zine) 


Milk Monitors/Hook ‘'n' Pull 
Gang/The Shamen-The Jo 


Boatman,Hampton Court /88 


Well,first of all I'd like to 
say thanks to the people at the 
Boatman for keeping the price 
down to £3 which is 
good for three fairly 
well known indie 
bands,especially when 
two of them were from 
Scotland. 

We arrived about a 
quarter of the way 
into the Milk Monitors 
set.I hadn't been that 
bothered about seeing 
them,as when I saw 


them supporting the Stupids last 
year they seemed to be on a big 
ego trip,which had put me off. 
Tonight they were great,very 
tight,and their songs seemed to 
be much livelier.I'd heard their 
session on Peel before,and most 
of the songs they played had 
been used on it,as had their 
present single,which will 
hopefully do well,as it's a 
great little tune,and it was the 
track they finished on.After not 
managing to fill the dance floor 
they decided to use it 
themselves,which almost caused 
an accident when the bassist and 
guitarist almost crashed into 
each other after their leaping 
about.Oh yeah,if 
you've never heard 
them,their sort of 
pop-punk- 
rockabilly-indie- 
noise.I bet that 
description's 
helped a lot- 
clear as mud. 
Next on were Hook 
‘n' Pull Gang from 
Glasgow (I think), 
stars of BBC's 
"FSd'. (What ? You 
missed them ? Am I 
the only person who saw the 
first one ?) They're a three- 
piece with the two females in 
the group on drums and guitar 
sharing the vocals about 75-25. 
The drummer did all the talking 
and came over very agressive. 
I'm not sure if I love them or 
if they annoy me,as I think I 
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could get bored of them quite 
quickly.Although some numbers, 
most notably ‘Kiss The 
Pavement' were great,it 
started to sound samey,and I 
think they limit themselves by 
sticking to the same sound, 
which I can only think of 
describing as vaguely sounding 
a bit like early Head Of 
David,heavy,Joy Division-ish 
bass and strong drumming. 

Finally,after a longish wait, 
Aberdeen band The Shamen took 
the stage for the second-to- 
last gig of their ‘Jesus is a 
Lie’ tour,a tour which has had 
a little trouble from extreme 
religious fanatics protesting, 
as well as a few other 
problems. 

Anyway,I'd been wanting to 
see them for a long time,and 
well worth the wait they were, 
too.They came on all dressed 
in black and went straight 
into the last single, 'Jesus 
Loves Amerika',which was 
accompanied by a very well put 
together collection of slides 
and film clips of American 
Jesus fanatics and the Ku Klux J 
Klan,as well as many other 
strong images.One of the main 
problems The Shamen have had 
is with the use of 
pornographic material used in 
their film/slide show.There 
was very little used in 
tonight's show,and that which 
was used was not shown in a 
sexual way,quite the opposite, 
it was shown in it's role with 
politics, oppression and 
power,and made extremely 
powerful imagessThe Shamen are 
very political,both in their 
lyrics and their films,and I 
think they get their messages 
over well,as well as being 
interesting to watch. 

There were a lot of people 
who had come to see them, 
mainly straight/indie types. 
The music,well sort of indie/ 
pyschodelic,fast guitar, 
pounding drums ,well-used 
keyboards and intricate bass== 
bloody great,a strong 
candidate for gig of the year. 
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Bark Psychosis,Cud,Extreme Noise | 
Terror,Mega Gity 4,Mosspoles 
Perfect Daze Thrilt d eran - 


e 
Sir George Robey,Finsbury Park - 
1477788 - CND Benefit 


They finally managed to get a 
line up sorted after various big 
name groups pulled out and it 
turned out to be a really good, 
varied mixture. 

First on were Bark Psychosis, 
who had something to do with the 
organising of the gig.This was 
to be there first ever gig and 
they handled it well.Music wise, 
somewhere along the lines of a 
mixture of Big Black and Sisters 
Of Mercy.They suffered from 
appalling sound, something that I 
think will plague them ‘cos bad 
P.A. effects that sort of music 
more than most others,but 
although they need a lot of 
practice (doesn' t everyone) they 
show promise.I look forward to 
hearing more from them. 

Next on were E.N.T.,as the 
running order was based on 
travelling distance.This was the 
first time I'd seen them and,to 
be honest,I was a little 
disappointed;maybe it was the 
continuing terrible sound, I 
dunno,they just weren't as tight 
as I expected. Nevertheless,a 
large area around the floor was 
a furious mass of bodies.I 
suppose most of you know what 
they're like,but for the few 
(un?) fortunate enough to hear 
them,they take music to it's 
extremity,a grinding barage of 
noise,thrash,chaos - Wonderful 
stuff !iiritts 

Perfect Daze next,and I bet 
they almost wished they hadn't 
come.Not only did they have to 
put up with the worst sound of 
the night but there was next to 
no vocals through the P.A,and 
the drummer had endless hassles 
with the tiny kit that everyone 
seemed to be using as it 
collapsed around him.They put on 
a brave face as they 
attempted to play their 
brand of pop/punk fun,then 
after about 5 numbers they - ~ 
were told to finish. 

By the time they'd left 
the stage,as I expected, 
most of the E.N.T. fans had 


gone.A few remained though,met 
new people,experenced new sounds 
and I think in most cases really 
enjoyed themselves.It's a real 
shame the others are so narrow- 
minded and aren't prepared to 
hear anything new.No wonder 
there are so many divisions in 
alternative music,even when the 
chance arises most people aren't 
prepared to communicate. 

Anyway,back to the gig and onto 
The Mosspoles.Two things I 
noticed about this 3 piece, 
firstly the Billy Bragg look-a- 
like on bass and secondly the 
way as soon as the first ‘indie’ 
type band (sorry about the 
label) came on the sound quality 
suddenly improved dramatically.I 
didn't really know what to 
expect as I'd only heard one 
track from them before,but I was 
pleasantly surprised, good 
tuneful stuff from compent 
musicians.Difficult to describe 
really,nothing special though 
nice enough but more likely to 
disappear into oblivion than 
become big news - I hope I'm 
wrong. 

Then came one of the groups I'd 
been really looking forward to 
seeing - Cud,who had another 
look-a-like in their ranks,this 
time a singer who had more than 
a passing resemblance to Tommy 
Stupid.He ended up giving the 
best stage performance of the 
night, jumping up and down and 
dancing around like a maniac - 
totally brilliant ! How do I 
describe Cud ? Bouncy,tuneful, 
powerful,warped,indie fun - 
great.The only disappointment 
was their failure to play their 
much requested classic cover of 
Hot Chocolate's "You Sexy 
Thing". 

They were followed by Thrilled 
Skinny,who's 4 man line-up 
contained a bloke holding a tiny 
Casio keyboard. 


I'm not too sure if I really 
like them or not,there's 
something about their sound that 
makes me cringe,I just can't put 
my finger on it. 

They play very fast,three minute 
indie/punk/noise songs which 
managed to get a varied mixture 
of dancers,including some of the 
remaining E.N.T. crowd, running 
around in circles doing some of 
the daftest dancing I've ever 
seen which had everyone 
laughing. 

Finally,on came Mega City Four. 
It was good to see that so many 
people stayed to see them,as 
they were definitely worth 
waiting for,and put in the best 
performance of the night,as 
tight as usual,thanks to all but 
Wiz retreating to the van early 
to stop themselves from getting 
too plastered.They played most 
of the tracks that they'd got 
lined up for their debut Peel 
session,plus both sides of the 
first single,and they received 
a great reception,with loads of 
people dancing,one of whom had 
sewn ‘Mega Hype Four’ on the 
back of his jacket, ha,ha.Well 
they deserve all the hype 
they've been getting ‘cos they 
certainly deliver the goods.Then 
at 2 o'clock they left the stage 
and it was all over,boo hoo. 

It really was a great gig - ace 
line-up,really friendly 
atmosphere and a fair bit of 
communication.It was good to see 
the place packed,which helped to 
raise £350.It would have been 
more,but the bouncers took £100, 
and there were some bastards on 
the door pocketing some of the 
money. 

The organisers should be proud, 
let's hope there's more gigs 
like that to come.One last 
point;out of 7 bands,containing 
29 members,there were no 
females. 


All these reviews are a bit out 
of date,but as far as I know all 
the bands who played are still 
going,so these reviews should 
give you an idea what these 
bands are about. 


ELEKTRA-ASSASSIN by Frank Miller/Bill 
Sienkiewicz 
- £7.95 Import - Epic Books 


From the author of ‘The Dark Knight Returns’ comes 
this stunning story of sex,political corruption and 
good old fashioned horror.Elektra is the daughter of 
a murdered greek diplomat who molested her as a 
child.She became proficient in martial arts but also 
became involved with a Ninja group and an agent of 
the Beast.Garret works for a corrupt U.S.A. 
controlled subterfuge agency.The deluded Elektra - 
becomes convinced that soon-to-be-President Ken Wind 
is created and run by the Beast (and this appears to 
be the case to a certain degree,though how much is a 
comment on America is questionable) and takes over 
the mind of Garret to aid this (Garret's increasing 
drunken infactuation with Elektra is totally 
brilliant).The rest is a mix of super-science trash 
culture and social comment (the image of the 
incumbent President on election night,seeing a 
landslide victory against him, attempting to start 
World War 3 with the words “I'm the President,I‘ve 


got guts” is chilling) and combined with 


Sienkiewicz's surreal art full of mad characatures 
and good old mindless violence gives one of the most 
exhausting reads you're likely to get this year. 


HEARTBREAK SOUP - by Gilbert Hernandez 
- £5.95 - Titan Books 


This first collection of Gilbert Hernandez's work 
on his strip is culled from the bi-monthly comic he 
produces with his brother Jamie and is possibly the 
biggest breath of fresh air that the comic book 
genre has had in years.The strip centres on @ group 
of normal people Living normal lives in the small 
Mexican village of Palomar.That may sound tediously 
boring,but Hernandez is a great observer of human 
nature,and the tales of infactuation, lust,friendship 
and teenage drunkeness hit home with astonishing 
accuracy. 

Perhaps the most striking aspect of the whole book 
is the general look and feel inspired by Gilbert's 
artwork,which is exceptional,using traditional comic 
book styles in a breathtakingly new format.Pure Soap 
Opera.Excellent stuff,again recommended. 


THE KILLING JOKE - by Alan Moore/Brian Bolland 
- £1.99 - Titan Books 


This book has been in the pipeline for over two 
years,and I'm not totally sure if it has been worth 
the wait.I cannot fault Bolland's artwork;his Joker 
is brilliantly manic and his Batman suitably sombre. 
The facial expressions of the other characters are 
excellent,as is the interpretation of Joker's 
twisted fairground.Therefore,the blame for the 
book's weakness must be laid at Moore's door.For 
someone who has written such excellent books as 
‘Yatchmen','Swamp Thing’ and ‘Halo Jones',the 
storyline is rather thin,and,even for a superhero 
comic,unbelievable.Moore was possibly constrained by 
writing this book after Millar's ‘Dark Knight . 


Returns',where the middle-aged Batman 
brutally murders Joker.Moore's Batman is 
still relatively young (Though he too appears 
to have lost his band of sidekicks and works 
alone.Is Joker involved ? Moore fails to tell 
us,and,in this case,a hint is not enough).So 
Moore's attempt at portraying the two central 
characters as equally mad begins to crumble, 
basically because from the first page Batman 
is prepared to compromise,while an 
intemperate Joker is free to roam Gotham 
City. 

This book's biggest failing,however,is its 
terrible self-consciousness.Moore indulges in 
cliched trash phsycology to explain the roots 
of Joker's mental instability.This failing 
reaches a contrived zenith with the 
conclusion,where Batman and Joker beat each 
other up,then sit down and discuss their 
relationship.A disappointment. 


by Pat Mills/Kevin 
O'Neil 

Epic Comics 

(bi-monthly) 


MARSHALL LAW # 1-4 


It could be claimed that,by producing this 
book at this point in time,Mills and O'Neil 
were being opportunist.It could be claimed 
that they were merely putting the writhing 
corpse of the comic book superhero out of its 
misery,after ‘Watchmen’ had done the damage. 
However,I disagree,in fact I do not think 
that the destruction of the hero is the major 
concern here.The book is a study of the 
exploitation of jingoism in the U.S.A. and is 
yet another view of a future distopia.Here, 
gangs of genetically produced superheroes are 
left to roam an earthquake-decimated San 
‘Francisco after a ‘holy’ war in Central 
America ended.This city is portrayed by 
O'Neil as a stinking mass of corruption 


(special credit should be given to O'Neil for 
his use of graffiti).Not wanting to give away 


the plot,the book's ostencious ‘story’ (I 
actually believe the story was not Mills' 
concern) is a fairly cliched,one-dimensional 
affair,with the bitter zone vet Marshall Law 
hunting another vet who is a murdering 
rapist. 

The Marshall is the only real character in 
the book with any depth.His split. personality 
of hero-hating, violent law enforcer and 
normal person sounds contrived,but it works. 
This is also one of the few books around 
which manages to be very violent and 
licentious without it being gratuitous.I hear 
rumblings that the-American Moral Majority 
are digging into Epic over this book 
complaining about the repe scenes,and 
especially the scene where a small child is 
drop-kicked across town.This is typical of 
moral small-mindedness which is now starting 
to have an effect on such great comics as 
"Love and Rockets’ and even ‘Swamp Thing'. 

Anyway,this is a good comic with a rather 
dodgy plot line. 


Hopefully,with their second story,Mills and 
O'Neil can fulfil its potential.One to buy, 
just to see Mills’ perverse view of a future 
where Rambo-esque mutants are real National 
Heroes and sqaulid vice is a way of life;a 
city where the results of the sinister 
genetic experiments on animals of today have 
wreaked havoc with the humans of tomorrow. 
Basically,buy it for the concept,not the 
plot! Oh,and look out for what they do with 
the genetic rejects. 

To conclude,the Anti-Hero Fascist is back 
with a vengeance. 

Marshall Law is the bastard son of that other 
great anti-hero,Judge Dredd,and he likes his 
epigrams too:- "If you're the new Messiah,I'm 
going to be the one to drive in the nails." 


MUNDEN*S BAR - approx. £2 - First Comics 

Various medium-sized names in comics come 
together to produce this comedy/S.F. book.Del 
Close (‘Wasteland'),Brian Bolland (‘Judge 
Dredd',‘*Camelot 3000','Killing Joke’) and 
Steve Moncuse ('Fish Police') all make 
contributions. 

The bar of the title is in the city of 
Cynosure, where all the dimensions meet.The 
pan-dimensional concept comes in useful in a 
number of the stories as it allows the 
various artists to present the bar/city in 
almost any way they like to match the script. 
The scripts themselves are a mixture of 
comedy and twisted science fiction (in the 
‘2000 A.D.* future shock mould).The best of 
the bunch of stories in this 48 page debut 
special is 'The Last Vampire'.This John 
Ostrander/Del Clare story has it all-fine art 
by Joe Staton/Hilary Barta,ridiculousy 
cliched characters,fine visual humour and a 
bit of death thrown in! 

The one failing is possibly the slipping 
into the “Ha! This is a ‘grown-up’ comic,so 
let's throw in some gratuitous violence”. 
This is a grave error,as violence only works 
in comics when it is required (see ‘Dark 
Knight'). Overall,a good but not a 
particularly great debut. Don't rush out for 
it,but pick it up if you're passing a comic 
store. 


by Alan Moore/David 
Lloyd 
- £1.25 - D.C. Comics 


V FOR VENDETTA # 2 


This is the section of Alan Moore's vision 
of a fascist distopia,originally written in 
the early eighties.The year is 1997,and after 
coming close to war,Britain is a totalitarian 
fascist state (Moore now admits he was naive 
to believe a war was needed for Britain to 
slip into fascism).The V of the title is the 
name of a Guy Fawkes mask-wearing anarchist 
who is,suprisingly enough,dedicated to 
smashing the State. j 

For a piece of early work,this comic really 


{ : 
| 
vil, 


is excellent.The characters all appear to 
have some depth to them.Alan Susan, ‘the 
leader',is obsessed with fate,V appears 
schizophrenic and fairly unstable and the 
Bishop of Westminster Abbey is a paedophile. 
This all helps to give the impression of a 
corrupt hierachy (apart from the fanatical 
Scena) who ere all meglomaniacs.Susan himself 
says,"I am not loved.I know that not in soul 
or body....I have never known the peace that 
lies between the thighs of-a woman.But I am 
respected.I am feared,and that will suffice." 
There are obviously shades of ‘Nineteen 
Eighty-Four'’,with the government listening 
Station, 'The Ear’ (the Telecom Tower),but 
this is inevitable in a work of this sort. 
The artwork of David Lloyd,though not 
exceptional,is effective in creating the 
dark,shadowy city and its rather inhuman 
population.The let down is the poor paper 
quality.I really think D.C. could provide 
shiny paper for this.In conclusion,if this is 
the old part,the new volumes will be worth 
reading. : 


VIZ-HOLIDAY SPECIAL £3.95 - John Brown 


Publishing 


After totally destroying the weekly comic 
and the ‘Beano'-style annuals with the big, 
hard ones,'Viz' comic's depraved staff attack 
that childhood institution,the Holiday 
Special. 

Although a touch over-priced,this is up to 
the bi-monthly comic's brilliantly puerile 
level of humour. Some typical lines include, 
“Well,here I am on the beach,the sun is 
shining and it's fucking dead hot" (Roger 
Mellie presenting a holiday show) and, Sur yu 
reckon yu pack a big trouser trout" (Sid the 
Sexist).Great visual humour too,especially in 


the 'Biffa Bacon goes to Blackpool" story, 
“Fatha,stop the car,will ya,I wanna punch 
someone in the face." 

The book also includes the long-awaited 
return of the Pathetic Sharks and an 
unbelievably contrived photo story starring 
Harry Enfield.The only weak point is the 
over-long Finbarr Saunders story;if you've 
seen one page of sexual innuendos,you've seen 
them all. 


WATCHMEN - by Alan Moore/Dave Gibbons 
- £9.95 - Titan Books 


Moore yet again uses his amazing imagination 
to conjure up a dark,dark image of a 
plausable alternative present day.New York in 
1985 is a dark place:Nixon still in power,the 
Watergate journalists having been taken out 
by a costumed crime fighter working for the 
government (shades of Superman in The Dark 
Knight Returns’) and the world is on the 
brink of war.This the framework of the plot; 
however,the most interesting part of 
‘Watchmen’ for me is the manner in which 
Moore disects his characters’ pasts to 
discover their reasons for dressing up in 
stupid costumes to fight crime,the reasons 
ranging from homosexual perversion,extreme 
Right-Wing views brought about by having a 
prostitute for a mother, and sadism.He also 
looks at the effect a real super-powered hero 
would have on the modern world with some 
quite interesting conclusions,such as an 
American victory in Vietnam and a powerless 
Russia, leading to a flabby and complacent 
U.S.A.The art is not startling,but serves its 
purpose well,conveying the general unclean 
darkness of Moore's New York.Oh yes,and to 
cap it all,there'’s a brilliant twist at the 
end.Highly recommended. 
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1988 was a great year for records,with loads of classics,though the 
perfect record still hasn't appeared yet;oh well,maybe in "89. 

The next three pages of reviews are a mixture of the best of last 
year's releases and ones I've been sent to review,plus a few that were 
not so hot.Of course there are some great records that have been left 
off these pages like Pixies - Surfa Rosa Lp,Public Enemy - It takes a 
Nation Lp,Slayer - South of Heaven Lp,Anthrax - State of Euphoria Lp and 
The Primitives - Lovely Lp to name but a few.These have been left of f 
due to lack of space,but in future everything that I think is worth a 
review will be included. 

Also,anyone in a band or who runs a record label,be sure to send a copy 
of your records for review.As you can see,the stuff reviewed here is 
quite diverse,so anything sent will be given a fair hearing.Don't 
forget,both "Polka Slam' and ‘Crisis Point’ are seperate zines so please 
send copies to each.Thanks a lot! : 

The reviews for ALTERED STATES,BAD BRAINS,COCTEAU TWINS,FAITH NO MORE, 
FALL,FIELDS OF THE NEPHILM,FUGAZI,LOOP,METALLICA, ROLLINS BAND,SINS OF 
THE FLESH AND THE WEDDING PRESENT were written by Nick,Ta very much lad! 


ACID REIGN - ‘Moshkinstein’ Mini Lp a... BEATNIGS - ‘The Beatnigs' Lp 


There's been quite a lot of hype about Awesome! - The Beatnigs have put together 
this lot,and although they're not bad, a very important Se Re Be . 
aa rity: Reptiles = room for conventional instruments with sampled 
—. : rhe i. rene i — t too pete : sounds,voices and industrial noises like 
eae re Pp rie : ecomes a shambles, chains,oil drums and circular saws.It must 

u e worst thing about this is the have taken ages to put together,every time 
singing.I mean,even I can do better than I listen to it I hear something new.You'd 
ah 28 “i mers Petty: k expect with all these different things 
i pat Sate #neet trac S-PEE the going on that it would be bordering on an 

nstrumental ‘Freedom of Speech’,and the incomprehensible noise,but in fact it's 
first track on side 2,'Motherly Love’, extremely tuneful and rhythmic. 
where there's a long break from any However,this Lp is really about politics 
vocals.The lyrics are crap,although they and society.One of the best tracks 

try and cover some good subjects.The music| ¢ "Television',tells of a nation (U.S.A = 
was also written to fit in with the a bate it could easily be anywhere) 
lyrics,so that the verses,and especially XY 2 controlled by the images (and lies) fed to 
the choruses,are appalling.The music is them by their god,T.V. The best track 
Thrash Metal,with hints of a hardcore though,is the opener of side 2,'Malcolm 
influence. X',the band's tribute to the murdered 
Get a decent vocalist and lyricist and > black leader.The music to this is just 
they could be quite good. brilliant,a very mournful sound with a 

bass line straight out of The Cure's 
‘Hanging Garden . 


ADRENALIN OD - ‘Crusing with Elvis in Other tracks concern the quest for 
Bigfoots U.F.0." Mini Lp money,the corruptness of the C.I.A., 
poverty,and the slipping of the South 
This a much more accessible record than African regime,to name but a few. These 
their ‘Humungousfungsamongus' Lp.It's topics are further explained in the 
uptempo melodic hardcore with their usual excellent accompanying manual. 
fun lyrics about food,touring and selling , This review really doesn't do this Ip 


out,amongst other things.There's also a justice - an essential purchase! 
great cover of the ‘Baby Elephant Walk’. | ’ = Wi 
Not Bad. = 

BAD BEACH - ‘Cut it Up’ LP 


s 
La 
: Bad Beach released the best Lp of '87 in 
ALTERED STATES - "Low Life’ 12" ‘Cornucopia’ and now they have done it 
again in '88.They are so underrated it 
just isn't true,people spend all their 
time raving about American groups and miss 
a talent like this on their own doorstep. 

This Lp is even more extreme than the 
last one,mixing their original sound with 
some amazing Thrash Metal riffs and some 
total noise that would have put Big Black 
to shame.The musicianship is first class, 
Peter's voice is just amazing,the 
» production is near perfect and the lyrics 

are brilliant,covering a wide range of 
topics in a totally unique way.There are 
too many classic tracks on this to List .at 
you only buy one record this year make 
sure it's this one !!!!! 


Altered States have a Killing Joke guitar 
sound and a gothic air to their songs,but 
apart from this they have an interesting 
style of their own.These are 3 dark, 
brooding songs filled with menace (that's 
the gothic part),of which the title track 
is the best,although the other two (‘Walls 
and Fences’ and ‘What's the matter with 
Lucy ?') are not far behind. 

Instead of fawning all over The Sisters 
Of Mercy,people should look to bands like 
this instead of always harking back to the 
past.This is a good record which deserves 
a listen.I certainly hope to hear more 


from this band. 


BAD BRAINS - ‘Live’ 


Lp 


As you just might have guessed from the 
title,this is in fact a ioe album, Bad 
Brains were (are 7?) arguably the best 
hardcore band of them all,incorporating 
their reggae roots into their sound to 
make them even more outstanding and 
special. 

As with most live albums,this is for 
those already converted to the band in 
question.Having never seen them live 
myself (boo hoo),I don't know how accurate 
this is to the live Bad Brains experience, 
but while it is good,it tends to lack some 
of the power that was a major part of 
their live reputation.All the favourites 
are here though,although their version of 
‘Daytripper’ spoils the album,as not even 
the mighty Bad Brains can save such a 
dismal song.Apart from this,however,a fair 
release from a truly great band. 


BOLT THROWER - ‘In Battle there is no Law’ 


Lp 


Debut vinyl release from quite possibly 
the heaviest band ever,totally raging 
stuf€.Try listening to this in the dark 
and it'll almost scare you shitless. 

Everything is tuned down about as low as 
you can go,so that when it slows down it 
sounds like the darkest storm imagineable, 
and the drumming is truely aiazing,Whale 
is one talented bongo player! The only 
thing that lets this down is the weird 
production which the band had nothing to 
do with.This is as close to death as I 
want to get! 


COCTEAU TWINS - ‘Blue Bell Knoll' 


Lp 


After 
before 


2} years,the Twins return,and not 
time.'Blue Bell Knoll" is the 
Twins' most accessible album to date,but 

it not commercial;there is a difference. 

The Cocteau Twins are the most original 

band ever,and I dare anyone to say 

otherwise. Obviously,this makes their td 
music impossible to describe.Robin 
Guthrie's production is as brilliant as ‘ 
usual,and Liz Frazer possesses the most 
perfect voice that could ever exist. 

that I 

could go } 
is one of 
made,and 


You won't be suprised to learn 
consider this to be a classic.I 
on,but suffice to say that this 
the most beautiful records ever 
you really ought to buy it. 


THE DISTURBED - ‘This is Credibility ?' 7” 


— 


Here are 4 melodic,thrashy punk songs 
with a very slight metallic influence. 
Although the lyrics’are less than : 
brilliant,they cover different subjects 
from the norm.Nothing really all that 
original here,but definitely worth getting 
a copy. 


FAITH NO MORE - ‘Introduce Yourself* 


Lp 


This is equally as good as their first 

album,'We Care a Lot’.Faith No More have V4 
combined Thrash/hardcore with funk bass, Sf}, 
tribal beats,atmospheric keyboards and a 
few other styles to create their own 
individual sound and to become one of the 
most powerful dance bands of recent years. 
Sadly,this is the last release by the San 
Francisco outfit to feature singer Chuck, 
as he left the band a short time ago.Here, 
he gives his all,as F.N.M. power their way 
through the album,with ‘Anne's Song’, 
"Chinese Arithmetic','We Care a Lot’ and 
"The Crab Song’ standing out in 
particular.Faith No More certainly kick 
bottom,which is what you'll deserve if you 
allow this one to slip by. 


v 


THE FALL - ‘I am Kurious Oranj' Lp 


This album is a collection of the songs 

which The Fall performed for the Michael 
Clarke ballet of the same title.Their last 
album,'The Frenz Experiment',which was 
released in the first half of '88,was 
rather disappointing,so I was somewhat 
worried about this one.As it transpires,I 
shouldn't have been,as this is-one of 
their best releases. 

As always,The Fall please themselves, 
which in this case results in a really 
good album.At the risk of sounding very 
cliched,they still retain their raw 
energy.Worth the cash. 


FIELDS OF THE NEPHILIM - 'The Nephilim’ Lp 


I must say,I was totally blown away by 
the incredibly exciting title.After their 
brilliant debut album, ‘Dawnrazor',this 
came as a major disappointment,but after 
listening to it a few times,taking on its 
own merits,this turned out to be quite a 
good album. 

However,the sad fact is that the Neph 
have altered their style to please the 
goth contingent of their audience;even the 
cover reflects this.Quite good,but a let 
down;let's hope they return to their 
former glory. 


. 
FUGAZI - ‘Fugazi’ Mini Lp 


This is a promising first release from 
this relatively new D.C. band made up of 
experienced hardcore thrashers. 

Fugazi cannot be easliy labelled,however; 
they are not typical of any sound.They are 
very much in control of their music, 
combining reggae beats with explosive 
outbursts of noise and energy,whilst 
experimenting with different sounds and 
rhythms.All this helps to emphasise the 
lyrical messages put across by Guy 
Picciotto and guitarist Ian MacKaye.This 
is a fine debut from a band yet to fulfill 
their true potential. 


BEE SE *. 


HERESY - ‘Face up to it" Lp 


One day Heresy are going to release a 
lethal record.Don't get me wrong,this is a 
really great record,it's just that apart , 
from their limited edition ‘Thanks’ ep arg 
their Peel sessions they've never had 
anywhere near a decent production.This is 
the worst yet,it's so muffled it sounds 
like someone's smothering your speakers 
with a pillow. 

Apart from that,this is wonderful, tuneful 
"Britcore’ with amazing speed and 
brilliant slow riffs mixed with the 
occasional rap bits.Well written lyrics 
which are concerned with the scene as well 
as some personal stuff. 

Their next release is going to be oh 
sooooo Groovy I!E!fPHHHENPrrternt 


INSTIGATORS - ‘Shock Gun' Lp 

Although this is unmistakably 
Instigators,there are a few surprises here 
and there.Yes,there's a healthy dosage of 
uptempo hardcore tunes,but there's also 
some slow tracks which are just as 
great,if not better.Great lyrics which 
cover subjects ranging from Acid Rain to 
Jack the Ripper.What else can I say,this 
is just great foot tapping stuff played 
how it should be played.Don't miss this 
one! 


LOOP - 'The World Through Your Eyes' Lp ROLLINS BAND - ‘Do It" Mini Lp 
‘The World..." is a compilation of the 
early releases,which are now very hard to 
get hold of.Loop are pure psychedelia - 
simple,repetitive riffs smothered in 
reverb and distortion with wah-wah pedals 
whining.This contains a great version of 
"Rocket U.S.A." and,like all Loop records, 
is absolutely brilliant,or should I say, 
"Fab and Groovy,man!'(ahem).It is vital 
that you buy this record,or you might as 
well be dead,or,even worse,a contestant on 
"Lucky Ladders'.Go to it! 


‘Do It* consists of 3 studio-recorded, 
little-known but brilliant cover versions, 
and 6 live tracks,recorded in Holland. 

Henry Rollins & Co. are quite possibly 
the most formidable force in music today. 
Henry's debut album,'Hot Animal Machine’, 
and the Rollins Band's recent Lp, 
"Lifetime',clearly illustrate this,but 
cannot have the same impact as the band 
Shave live.The Rollins Band are essentially 
a live outfit,and "Do It" helps to get 
this across.This 4-piece consists of 3 of 
the world's most talented musicians, 
combining a hardcore sound with a 
complementary blues/funk base.Rollins 
himself puts everything and more into 
voicing his observations and opinions, 
emercing himself totally in the music. 
Having personally experiencing the Rollins 
Band live,believe me when I tell you that 
you must see the D.C. boys when they tour 
here again.In the meantime,'Do I[t' will 
have to suffice. 


MEGA CITY 4 - ‘Clear Blue Skies' 7" 


This'll blow the cobwebs out of your 
speakers,the follow up to their excellent 
"Miles Apart’ single.The production is 
great,although it loses a bit of the 
rawness that makes them so special.The 
best track is ‘Distant Relatives',though 
there's not much to choose between them. 
Imagine a mixture of Buzzcocks,Descendents 
and the Monkees and you'll get an idea of » 
their sound.Great tracks,great group,great 
people;Mega City 4 are the ultimate Punk/ 
Pop group - I dare you not to love ‘em. 


SINK - God Loves You 7" ep 


Out of the ashes of Bad Dress Sense and 
the Stupids comes Sink. 

Although brilliant live,like B.D.S.,they 
don't transcend to vinyl as effectively, 
so,even though none of the songs on this 
are bad,there's nothing that makes them 
stand out of the crowd.The best tracks are 
"Birthday Song’ and 'Diamonds'.Their 
future could be bright. 


METALLICA - '...And Justice For All‘ Lp 


I was sure this would be a brilliant 
album,and,true to form,I was wrong.In 
fact,this turned out to be the most 
disappointing release of the year.I'm not ' 
aie to be clever by slagging off 
Metallica,I'm merely being honest.Their 
last album,'Master Of Puppets’ was a \ 
classic’ of its kind,but this doesn't even 
come close.It does have its moments, but 
when you consider that it's 65 minutes 
long,there aren't enough to save it. 

'A.J.F.A.' is,on the whole,boring and 
repetitive.I just think that,after 25 
years,they could have done better than 
this. 


SINS OF THE FLESH - 'Flesh and Blood’ 12" 
I've only heard the 7" demo of this,but I 
believe it's coming out as a 12",so there 
may be more tracks on that than the two 
rough mixes of the 7" versions of the 
songs on this demo (still with me ?). 

This is really good,a nice suprise.A 
slight ‘goth’ influence is noticeable, but 
that's only to find fault when it isn't 


BS 
NAPALM DEATH - ‘From Enslavement to 


Obliteration' Lp t] really justified.The songs sound familiar, 
but Sins are quite original and come over 

Just when you thought you'd recovered, ’ as both intelligent and personal. 
along come old N.D. with another helping "Flesh and Blood' is a strong,up-tempo 
to prove wrong anyone who thought that song,whilst 'Godhead' is mid-paced,with 
they weren't serious (Shame on you).Some gentle guitar and delicate piano.This is a 
have said that this Lp will be thought of very classy demo,and Sins deserve all the 
as lame in 6 months time,when something attention that's due to them. 


even more extreme comes along.That seems 

difficult to believe at first,but if you WA. \ * 

look at the difference between this and SORE THROAT - ‘Death to Capitalist 
their first LP,'Scum',then you'll realise 2 Hardcore' ep 

that it's not as unlikely as it seems.This 
pisses all over ‘Scum’ (even though it's 
still a great Lp),I can't pin point why 
this is better than it's predessor,it 
could be the production or that they've 
become much tighter than before. 

The Lp starts with a slow Swans-style 
track called ‘Evolved as One',which is one 
of the best tracks on it (Shame there 
weren't more like this),then it's all out 
mayhem from there on,with ‘Unchallenged 
Hate’ and 'Make Way!" the best tracks. 

age ‘| ££ Ml al 
RABID CAT FLAPS - ‘We Bleed For You' 7" ep 


This is absolutely brill,43 Ep tracks of 
' lovely,soft,relaxing music,ha! When they 
slow down in the long tracks they sound 
like Amebix,in the short tracks they're 
more like cross between Doom and Napalm 
Death.The lyrics range from drinking to 
slagging off D.R.I. This lot will be the 
next big thing in Hardcoreland. 


THE WEDDING PRESENT - ‘Tommy 1985-1987" Lp 


‘Tommy’ is a compilation of all the early 
singles,which are almost impossible to 
obtain,and night time Radio 1 versions of 
, some of their other songs. 

This is the Lads in their element,having 
a laff while bashing out groovy tunes and 
rockin’ as only they can.This is one of 
the few compilation albums which deserves 
to exist,and,as they say,it's Another 
Great Record From The Wedding Present. 


WHY 777 At stages in their careers both 
Crass and Flux tried mindless noise, 
neither worked,so why try again ? Buy a 
copy anyway,as the money goes to the H.S.A 
and A.L.F. You can always melt it down 
into a plant pot and stick a Geranium in 
it. :- 90p + S.A.E. from Simon,The Corner 
Cottage,Wharf Lane,Bourne End,Bucks,S78 
5RU. 
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